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GALLATIN COUNTY WEED CONTROL DISTRICT 
NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
Executive Summary 

Noxious weeds are non-native plants that compete with desirable plants for water, 
nutrients, light and space.  Most noxious weeds are native to Eurasia and have likely 
entered the North American continent from ship ballast, contaminated crop seed, as 
ornamentals, or in infested forage.  Environmental, natural and cultural controls such as 
plant competition, insects, diseases, and intensive grazing have kept these plants from 
becoming problems in their native habitat.  Since these competitive factors and land 
management practices did not migrate with the plant, noxious weeds in North America grow 
virtually unhindered.  Noxious weeds choke out native and/or beneficial plant species which 
in turn, decreases the value and productivity of the land.  Noxious weeds do not limit 
themselves to agricultural areas they have also invaded federal, state and private lands.  
Noxious weeds have the potential to reduce bio-diversity, increase soil erosion, reduce 
wildlife habitat, diminish water quality, reduce forage for livestock, and reduce real estate 
values.  
Noxious weeds are a serious problem in Gallatin County and throughout Montana.  The 
Montana Department of Agriculture defines a noxious weed as any non-native plant that is 
harmful to agriculture, wildlife, forestry, recreation, endangered species, and other 
beneficial uses of the land.  Listed in this document are the 38 noxious weeds on the State 
of Montana and Gallatin County Noxious Weed List that landowners are required by law to 
control as well as 3 Regulated plants that may not be intentionally spread or sold.  
The Montana Noxious Weed Control Act § 7-22-2116, MCA, makes it unlawful for any 
person to permit any noxious weed to propagate or to go to seed on his/her property, 
unless that person adheres to the noxious weed plan of Gallatin County or has entered into 
and is in compliance with a noxious weed management agreement with the Gallatin County 
Weed Control District. 
The Gallatin County Weed District weed program complies with the Montana County Weed 
Control Act and is approved by the Montana Department of Agriculture.  The District has no 
power to enforce weed control laws on plants not listed on the noxious weed list.  
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GALLATIN COUNTY WEED CONTROL DISTRICT 
NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Definitions 

Act Montana Code Annotated, Title 7 Local Government, Chapter 22 Weed 
and Pest Control, Part 21 County Weed Control.  Reference as §7-22-
2101, MCA, through §7-22-2154, MCA, “County Weed Control Act” and 
corresponding Administrative Rules of Montana.  Reference as A.R.M. 
4.5.201; 4.5.206; 4.5.207; 4.5.208; 4.5.209; and 4.5.210. 

Board The 5 member Board ratified and reaffirmed by Gallatin County 
Resolution 2011-039 that administers the Gallatin County Weed District 
in accordance with the Act.  

Complaint Complaint of noxious weed infestations generated by the Board; 
through its authorized agent or any person.  All complaints should be 
signed, in writing, legible, and describe the place of infestation and 
identify the landowner or registered agent of the landowner on whose 
land the noxious weeds are present. 

Complaint Form The form of complaint approved by the Board.  

Complainant Any person complaining in writing of noxious weeds on another 
person’s land. 

Coordinator An authorized agent of the Board including the County Weed District 
Coordinator and Gallatin County Weed District employees. 

District The Gallatin County Weed Management District includes all the land in 
Gallatin County.  Federal lands, state lands and lands within 
incorporated towns or municipalities are special management zones 
within the District. 

Landowner A person who owns land in the District. 

Notice Any notice in writing or by mail requesting any person to comply with the 
Weed Management Plan. 

Noxious Weed Any exotic plant species established or that may be introduced in the 
state that may render land unfit for agriculture, forestry, livestock, 
wildlife, or other beneficial uses or that may harm native plant 
communities and that is designated.   

Noxious Weed 
List 

The list of noxious weeds that is compiled by the Montana Department 
of Agriculture and Gallatin County Weed Board which categorizes 
noxious weeds based on priority level of invasive threat to the 
environment and ecosystem. 
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Person An individual, partnership, corporation, association, or state or local 
government agency or subdivision owning, occupying, or controlling any 
land, easement, or right-of-way, including any county, state, or federally 
owned and controlled highway, drainage or irrigation ditch, spoil bank, 
barrow pit, or right-of-way for a canal or lateral. 

Plan The Gallatin County Weed Management Plan or Plan that consists of 
policies and procedures consistent with § 7-22-2121, MCA, including 
but not limited to: prioritization of noxious weeds; review of distribution 
and abundance of noxious weeds; enforcement of the Weed Act; 
management of County Rights-of-Ways; implementation of subdivision, 
organic farms/ranches, landowner, landowner roadside, gravel pit, utility 
company and telecommunication weed management plans; education & 
outreach; and promotion of the policy statements and goals of the 
Montana Department of Agriculture that are incorporated by reference. 

Purpose The purpose of the Plan is to prevent the spread of noxious weeds by 
controlling and managing noxious weeds. The purpose is to meet or 
exceed the statutory requirements of the weed management program, § 
7-22-2121, MCA, by appropriately funding a County Weed Department, 
employing knowledgeable and experienced personnel with adequate 
resources with input and recommendations from the Board. 
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GALLATIN COUNTY WEED CONTROL DISTRICT 
NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 

STATE REQUIREMENTS  
The Montana Noxious Weed Control Act § 7-22-2121, MCA, requires this management 
plan to be approved by the Board and County Commissioners.  The law requires the 
County’s plan to meet the following requirements: 
1) The noxious weed management program must be based on a plan approved by the 

Board and the Commissioners.  
2)  The noxious weed management plan must:  

(a) specify the goals and priorities of the program;  
 
(b) review the distribution and abundance of each noxious weed species known to 
occur within the District and specify the locations of new infestations and areas 
particularly susceptible to new infestations;  
 
(c) specify pesticide management goals and procedures, including but not limited to 
water quality protection, public and worker safety, equipment selection and 
maintenance, and pesticide selection, application, mixing, loading, storage, and 
disposal; and  
 
(d) estimate the personnel, operations, and equipment costs of the proposed program;  
 
(e) develop a compliance plan or strategy; and  
 
(f) incorporate cooperative agreements established pursuant to 7-22-2151.  

3) The Board shall provide for the management of noxious weeds on all land or rights-of-
way owned or controlled by a county or municipality within the District. It shall take 
particular precautions while managing the noxious weeds to preserve beneficial 
vegetation and wildlife habitat. When possible, management must include cultural, 
chemical, and biological methods.  

4) The Board may establish special management zones within the District. The 
management criteria in those zones may be more or less stringent than the general 
management criteria for the District. 

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/7/22/7-22-2151.htm
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COUNTY POLICY 
Goals and Priorities 
Provide a safe work environment for the Weed District Staff and continue on-going 
education to keep staff current on weed management, safety and research.  Implement a 
program of noxious weed management for protection of the open space, natural resource 
and agricultural bases of Gallatin County.  Protect and enhance the environment for the 
benefit of the public.  Provide effective noxious weed control on county properties.  Provide 
noxious weed control assistance to county residents.  Review of noxious weed control 
plans for developments within the county.  Provide effective enforcement of the noxious 
weed law.  Provide education and outreach.  Develop cooperative management strategies 
with federal, state, and local agencies. 

On May 24, 2011, by Resolution No. 2011-039, the Gallatin County Commission ratified 
and reaffirmed the Gallatin County Weed District in accordance with the Act.  The District is 
administered by a 5-member Board appointed by the County Commission.  The Board is 
made up of 2 agricultural producers, 2 representatives from municipalities or small acreage 
landowners and 1 representing weed professionals.  Weed Board Meetings are held on the 
first Thursday of every month. 

As an administrative Board, the members discuss and take action and make 
recommendations to the Weed District Coordinator and County Commission regarding 
policy, goals, enforcement, budget matters, specific actions and other issues regarding the 
management of noxious weeds.  The meetings are regularly scheduled, noticed and open 
to the public.  The minutes are published on the Board web page. 

The Weed District publishes or makes available numerous pamphlets and informational 
brochures to help identify noxious weeds and educate landowners and the public regarding 
the damages caused by the spread and infestation of noxious weeds.  Gallatin County 
maintains an internet web site where further information regarding the Weed Department is 
available to all internet users.  The Weed Department web page hosts links to the 
Department’s budget, resources, Board functions, as well as many important informational 
web sites, including the Montana Department of Agriculture, MSU Center for Invasive Plant 
Management, and the Montana Weed Control Association.  

The Weed District hosts and assists with several weed pulls each year.  The Weed District 
assists with the Farm Fair which reaches over 600 fourth graders in Gallatin County.  The 
Weed District works cooperatively with Gallatin County Extension, Gallatin Conservation 
District, and the Big Sky Weed Committee for on-site consultations.  

The Weed District also provides direct assistance with noxious weed control to Gallatin 
County landowners with a rental sprayer and a limited cost share program.  Details of these 
programs can be found in the appendices. 

The Weed District records all herbicide applications on a Daily Application Record sheet as 
required by the Montana Department of Agriculture.  This information is stored on a 
computer database.  Enforcement records, rental records, cost share information and 
subdivision records are stored in a computer database as well as hard copy.  
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The Weed District strives for an ecologically sound management program, which is based 
upon the principles of weed science and weed ecology.  This includes the use of 4 broad 
categories of weed control techniques: Prevention, Biological, Cultural/Mechanical, and 
Chemical.  

Prevention is the use of preventative measures to prevent noxious weeds from infesting 
areas with little or no noxious weed presence.  These efforts require a collaborative 
approach among all land users to be successful.  Measures taken to prevent weed 
infestation include use of weed free forage, weed seed free seed, cleaning of vehicles and 
other equipment before entering the area, elimination of weed infestations near possible 
sources of movement (streams, irrigation ditches etc…). 

Biological control involves the use of natural enemies for the control of certain weed 
species.  The objectives of biological control are not to eradicate but rather the reduction 
and regulation of the weed population below the level of economic injury.  To be effective, a 
biotic agent need not kill the weed but only reverse its competitive advantage over other 
plants.  

Cultural/Mechanical control methods use the practices of good land and water 
management, grazing management, crop rotation, and re-vegetation.  

Chemical Control uses herbicides for the control of noxious weeds.  Types and rate of 
herbicide to be used are determined on a case by case basis from information gathered 
from current data and the herbicide label.  
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Montana Noxious Weed List
 

Priority 
1A 

 
These weeds are not present in Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication if detected; education; and prevention. 

- Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) 
 

 
Priority 

1B 

 
These weeds have limited presence in Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication or containment and education. 

- Dyer’s woad  (Isatis tinctoria) 
- Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus) 
- Japanese knotweed complex (Polygonum spp.) 
- Purple loosestrife (Lythrum spp.) 
- Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea)  
- Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 
- Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) 
- Curlyleaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus)   
 

 
Priority 

2A 

 
These weeds are common in isolated areas of Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication or containment where less 
abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts. 

- Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 
- Meadow hawkweed complex  (Hieracium spp.) 
- Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) 
- Tall buttercup (Ranunculus acris) 
- Perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) 
- Yellowflag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
- Blueweed (Echium vulgare) 
- Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana) 
 

 
Priority 

2B 

 
These weeds are abundant in Montana and widespread in many counties.  Management criteria will require eradication or 
containment where less abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts. 

- Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) 
- Field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) 
- Leafy spurge  (Euphorbia esula) 
- Whitetop (Cardaria draba) 
- Russian kapweed (Centaurea repens) 
- Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe or  maculosa) 
- Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) 
- Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) 
- St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) 
- Sulfur cinquefoil (Potentilla recta) 
- Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) 
- Oxeye daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum or Leucanthemum  vulgare) 
- Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale) 
- Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris)  
- Saltcedar (Tamarix spp.) 
 

 
Priority 

3 

 
Regulated Plants:  (NOT MONTANA LISTED NOXIOUS WEEDS)  
These regulated plants have the potential to have significant negative impacts.  The plant may not be intentionally spread or sold 
other than as a contaminant in agricultural products.  The state recommends research, education and prevention to minimize the 
spread of the regulated plant.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

- Cheatgrass  (Bromus tectorum)  
- Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata)  
- Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia)  
 

 
 

Priority 
4 

 
Gallatin County Listed Noxious Weeds.  Management shall be prioritized by Weed District. 

- Scotch thistle (Onopordum acanthium) 
- Musk thistle (Carduus nutans) 
- Meadow knapweed (Centaurea pratensis) 
- Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum) 
- Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis) 
- Scentless chamomile (Tripleurospermum perforatum) 
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Distribution and Abundance of Noxious Weeds  
Gallatin County Weed District has identified the following species, distribution, and abundance in 
the District (Table1).  State Management priority and management criteria are outlined in Table 2.  
This information has been developed through surveys over the past 5 years. 

Table 1.  Noxious weed Species, Distribution and management goals, Gallatin County 

Species State 
Priority Status in Gallatin County Approx.  

Acreage County Goals 

Yellow Starthistle 1A Eradicated  1 plant Education, Prevention, Monitoring 

Dyers Woad 1B Contained Few plants Education, Prevention, Monitoring 

Flowering Rush 1B Not Present Na Education, prevention 

Japanese Knotweed 1B Several  contained 
ornamental locations 

1 acre Eradication, Education, prevention 

Purple Loosestrife 1B Eradicated 1 plant Education, prevention 

Rush Skeletonweed 1B Not Present Na Education, prevention 

Eurasian Watermilfoil 1B Several small infestations Approx 5 acres  Education, assist State efforts as time allows 

Scotch Broom 1B Not Present Na Education, prevention 

Culyleaf Pondweed 1B Widespread Unknown  Education, assist State efforts as time allows 

Tansy Ragwort 2A Not Present Na Prevention, education 

Meadow Hawkweed 
Complex 

2A Not Present Na Prevention, education 

Orange Hawkweed 2A Several small infestations   20 Education, Containment 

Tall Buttercup 2A Limited distribution  400+ Education, Containment, assist research 
efforts as time allows  

Perennial Pepperweed 2A Several small infestations   30 Education, Containment 

Yellowflag Iris 2A  one small infestation several plants Education, Eradication 

Blueweed 2A Not Present na Prevention, education 

Hoary Alyssum 2A Widespread  2000+  Education, Suppression, Containment 

Canada Thistle 2B  Widespread 6000+ acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Field Bindweed 2B Widespread 1000 + acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Leafy Spurge 2B Widespread 3000+ acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Whitetop 2B Widespread 1000+ acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Russian Knapweed 2B Limited to few locations 20 acres Education, Containment 

Spotted Knapweed 2B Widespread 5000+ acres Education, Containment 
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Species State 
Priority Status in Gallatin County Approx.  

Acreage County Goals 

Diffuse Knapweed 2B Limited to few locations 10 + acres Education, Containment 

Dalmatian Toadflax 2B Limited to few locations 10 + acres Education, Containment 

St. Johns Wort 2B Limited to few locations 300 + acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Sulfur Cinquefoil 2B Widespread 1500 + acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Common Tansy 2B Widespread 1000 + acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Oxeye Daisy 2B Widespread 2000 + acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Houndstongue 2B Widespread 1000 + acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Yellow Toadflax 2B Widespread 1000+ acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Saltcedar 2B Unknown Unknown Education, Prevention 

Cheatgrass 3 Widespread No Survey Education, Containment 

Hydrilla 3 Not Present Na Prevention 

Russian Olive 3 Widespread No Survey Education, Containment 

Scotch Thistle 4 Limited to few locations 50 acres Education, Containment 

Musk Thistle 4 Widespread 2000+ acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Meadow Knapweed 4 Unknown No Survey Education, prevention 

Poison Hemlock 4 Widespread 1000 acres Education, Suppression, Containment 

Field Scabious 4 Limited to few locations 30 acres Education, Containment 

Scentless Chamomile 4 Unknown No survey Education, Containment 

 
Table 2.   Noxious weed priority categories, distribution and management criteria 

 

State Priority  Distribution in Montana State Management Criteria 

1A Not present  Prevention, Education, Eradication  

1B Limited presence Education, Eradication or Containment 

2A Common in isolated areas Eradication or Containment 

2B Widespread and abundant Suppression or Containment 

3 Regulated Plants Prevention, no intentional spread, Education 

4 Listed by County Education, Eradication, Containment 
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Herbicide Management Goals & Procedures 
The Gallatin County Weed District is in compliance with the Montana Pesticide Act (Title 80, 
Chapter 8 Sections 80-8-101 through 80-8-405). This section outlines the procedures and goals of 
The Gallatin County Weed District with respect to herbicide management. The complete herbicide 
management procedures and goals are outlined in the Gallatin County Safety Policy.  
Public and Worker Safety – Employees will be trained in the safe handling and use of herbicides 
as well as other duties as needed. Personal Protective Equipment required by the herbicide label 
will be worn by employees anytime herbicides are used or handled. Additional protective 
equipment (hard hats, motorcycle helmets, road signage etc.) may be required depending on the 
task performed. The Gallatin County Weed District will supply all personal protective equipment 
required. 
Prior to applying herbicides in public areas such as trails, parks and recreation areas, signs will be 
posted at all entrances to the property. Signs will notify the public that herbicide treatments will be 
performed in the area and when it is safe to re-enter the area.  
Water Quality Protection – The Gallatin County Weed District will use herbicides that are labeled 
for specific sites.  Herbicides that are not labeled for riparian or aquatic use will not be used to 
treat riparian areas or areas near water.  Mixing and loading will not occur near any surface water 
or wells.  Weed District will consider soil movement by both wind and water when performing 
herbicide applications.  The Gallatin County Weed District will strictly follow the herbicide label. 
Equipment Selection and Maintenance – The Weed District will use equipment according to site 
location.  Vehicle and sprayer maintenance will be performed as needed.  Vehicle and sprayers 
will be visually inspected on a daily basis.   
Herbicide Selection – Herbicides will be selected according to site use and weed species 
targeted. All herbicide labels will be strictly followed.  
Herbicide Application/Mixing/Loading – Herbicides will be applied by licensed county 
employees, according to the label instructions.  Mixing and loading will not take place near wells or 
surface water.  All employees will be required to wear the proper protective equipment while 
mixing, loading, and applying herbicides.  
Storage and Disposal – Herbicides will be stored in the chemical shed and weed shop.  Empty 
containers will be triple rinsed and taken to the local landfill to be recycled by the Montana 
Department of Agriculture recycling program. 

 
Estimate Personnel, Operations and Equipment Costs 
There has been a Weed Management Policy in place in Gallatin County since 1980.  Since its 
inception, the Weed Department has continued to build upon its foundation and receive 
appropriate funding from the County.  The Weed District Personnel presently includes 3 Full-time 
employees (District Coordinator, Assistant Coordinator, and an Administrative Assistant) and 6 
part-time seasonal Weed Technicians.  The Weed Budget for Fiscal Year 2012 is $213,542 for 
Personnel and $174,201 for Operations/Equipment.  The budget can vary from year to year based 
on the Commission, Capital Expenditures and Savings 
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Seek Voluntary Compliance & Enforce County Weed Act 
The Weed District has an Enforcement and Complaint Procedure when a complaint has been 
made against a property with noxious weeds.  Complaints can be filed by the public or generated 
by the Weed District.  The Weed District follows state law when enforcing noxious weed 
complaints.   

 
Incorporate Cooperative Agreements 
The Weed District will work with state agencies that control land within the District to develop an 
integrated noxious weed management plan that will be updated biennially.  The Board shall work 
cooperatively with municipalities within the District to plan for the management of noxious weeds 
within the boundaries of the municipality. 

 
Management of Noxious Weeds in County Rights-Of-Ways 
The Gallatin County Weed District manages the noxious weeds on all county listed road rights-of-
way.  Any person or state agency proposing a mine, major facility, transmission line, solid waste 
facility, highway or road, subdivision, or any other development resulting in significant disturbance 
of land within the Gallatin County Weed Control District shall notify the Gallatin County Weed 
Board. 
Whenever any person or agency disturbs vegetation on an easement or right-of-way within the 
Gallatin County Weed Control District by construction of a road, irrigation or drainage ditch, 
pipeline, transmission line, or other development, the Board shall require that the disturbed areas 
be seeded, planted, or otherwise managed to reestablish a cover of beneficial plants. 
The person or agency disturbing the land shall submit to the Board a written Noxious Weed 
Management Plan specifying the methods to be used to accomplish re-vegetation.  This plan must 
describe the time and method of seeding, fertilization practices, recommended plant species, use 
of weed-free seed, and the weed management procedures to be used.  This plan is subject to 
approval by the Gallatin County Weed Control Board, which may require revisions to bring the 
weed management plan into compliance with the Gallatin County Weed Control District’s Noxious 
Weed Management Plan and the Montana County Noxious Weed Control Act.  Upon approval by 
the Board, the weed management plan must be signed by the Chairman (or Representative) of the 
Board and the person or agency responsible for the disturbance and constitutes a binding 
agreement between the Board and such person or agency. 
The Weed Board authorizes the District Coordinator and the Assistant Coordinator to approve all 
such Noxious Weed Management Plans.  

 
Special Management Zones 
Land ownership within Gallatin County is 49% (788,134 acres) public lands (Federal, State, and 
local government).  Federal, State and County governments have noxious weed plans in place 
and are actively controlling noxious weeds on their property (Table 3). The Gallatin County Weed 
District works cooperatively with each entity to the fullest extent possible.  Land cover on public 
lands is primarily undeveloped conifer forest and sagebrush steppe.   
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Private ownership accounts for 51% of the land in Gallatin County (832,550 acres).  Weed control 
on private land is the responsibility of the individual landowner.   
 
Public Education is a key component of the Montana Weed Management Plan and also of the 
Gallatin County Weed Management Plan.  An effective prevention plan is dependent upon public 
awareness and education.  Raising general awareness of noxious weeds, seed transportation 
vectors, and weed identification can prevent or slow the establishment of new infestations.   

The Gallatin County Weed District recognizes gravel pits/open cut mines; telecommunications, 
utility installations, subdivisions, organic farms and ranches and that landowners in general may 
have different needs in regards to weed control.  The Weed District has developed guidelines for 
weed control on each of these land uses on private lands which are included in this document.   

The Gallatin County Weed District offers and makes services available on a case by case basis to 
towns and municipalities. It is the mutual goal and in the best interest of the Board and the City to 
cooperate in noxious weed management on properties within the City.  Management activities 
shall be directed at:  identifying areas with noxious weed infestations; managing noxious weeds on 
City owned and/or managed lands; encouraging resident and non-resident landowners to manage 
noxious weed areas on their lot/properties; City and Board will work together to gain compliance 
from uncooperative or inactive landowners; and offer noxious weed awareness programs to better 
educate residents as to the necessity of controlling noxious weeds.   Noxious weeds located on all 
city owned property will be managed by the City as part of their ongoing maintenance programs.  
Management of noxious weeds on private or residential property within the City is the 
responsibility of the landowner.  Noxious weeds on City transportation routes and City rights-of-
way will be handled by the City through its nuisance weed ordinances.  The Board will assist the 
City with specific agreed upon projects and provide technical expertise as needed.  

The Weed District develops special Weed Management Areas through the Noxious Weed Trust 
Fund Granting process.  Weed Management Areas are chosen based on severity of weed 
infestations and presence of new invaders primarily on private lands.  These Weed Management 
Areas provide financial assistance to landowners for the monetary cost of noxious weed control. 

 
Table 3.  Special Management Zones 

Special 
Management Zone Landowner 

Approximate 
Acreage in 

Gallatin County 
Weed Management Plan 

Federal Lands 

Forest Service 651,271 Gallatin National Forest Plan 

Bureau of Land Mgt. 7,036 Partners Against Weeds 

National Park Service 64,520 Exotic Vegetation Management Plan 

State Lands 

State Trust Lands 49,912 Montana Weed Management Plan 

MSU 2,187 Montana Weed Management Plan 

Fish Wildlife and Parks 11,453 Montana Weed Management Plan 

Local Governments Municipalities, County, 
other developed lands 38,382 Gallatin County Weed Management 

Plan and city ordinances 
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Aquatics 
Open water covers approximately 14,400 acres of Gallatin County.  Open water consists of 
everything from small streams to large reservoirs such as Hebgen Lake.  Major Rivers include the 
Gallatin, Madison and Jefferson Rivers which join to form the Missouri River near the town of 
Three Forks, Montana.  Aquatic noxious weeds have the potential to threaten the ecological 
integrity of aquatic environments in Gallatin County and other downstream areas in Montana.  
Invasive aquatic plants have the potential to impact fisheries, impair water control structures such 
as power generation plants and clog irrigation infrastructure.  These aquatic plants can also 
seriously impact recreational water resources by clogging boat ramps and destroying habitat for 
fish.  The overall goal of the State Plan is to protect the integrity of Montana's water bodies from 
degradation caused by invasive aquatic plants by: 

1. Maximizing prevention of new invasions. 
2. Enabling early detection and rapid response. 
3. Ensuring that the response to new or existing invasions includes science-based 

approaches to contain, reduce or eradicate populations. 
 

The Gallatin County Weed District will follow the State Strategic Plan for Invasive Aquatic Species 
and participate in and assist with the State program for surveying and treatment of Invasive 
aquatic plants as directed by the Weed Board and County Commissioners.  
Two aquatic invasive plant species have been identified in waters within Gallatin County: 

1. Curly leaf pondweed (Priority 1B) is present in the Gallatin, Madison and Jefferson rivers as 
well as Hebgen Lake. 

2. Eurasian watermilfoil (Priority 1B) has been identified in a pond and sloughs in the Lower 
Jefferson River area as well as in the Missouri River.  

The Gallatin County weed district is working cooperatively with local, state and federal agencies to 
educate the public, survey and monitor infestations and can contribute to control efforts as 
resources allow. 
Mechanical control was initiated on the curlyleaf pondweed infestation at the East Gallatin 
Recreation Area site in 2010 and repeated in 2011 and will continue in the future.  A weed pull 
was conducted on Eurasian Watermilfoil present in a channel in the Jefferson River in 2010.  
These areas will be monitored annually to measure the effectiveness of the treatment and further 
surveying will be conducted.  
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CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL CONTROL AGENT 
COST SHARE PROGRAM 

 

In the interest of assisting landowners, subdivisions, and cooperating landowner groups 
with the cost of purchasing herbicides, biological control agents or grazing agents to control 
noxious weeds, the Gallatin County Weed Control District is offering a Cost Share Program 
in which (50%) of the chemical and/or biological control agent and/or grazing cost will be 
shared by the Weed Control District up to $100.00.  The terms and conditions of this 
program are as follows: 

1.  The Cost Share Program applies only to noxious weeds.  See attached list. 

2.  There is an annual minimum payment limit of $10.00 and an annual maximum 
payment limit of $100.00. 

3.  An approved application must be on file in the Weed Control Office.  No 
applications will be accepted or claim sheets processed if herbicide treatment 
and/or biological releases and/or grazing treatment have been made without prior 
written approval by the Weed District. 

4.  The program only covers the cost of the herbicide, surfactant, and/or the biological 
control agent and/or grazing treatment.  It DOES NOT cover the use of soil 
sterilants, equipment rentals, contracted application costs, rearing costs, etc.  
Grazing treatment is restricted to the use of sheep or goats that target noxious 
weeds.  Non-selective herbicides such as Roundup will only be reimbursed on a 
case by case basis. 

 
Processing Procedures  

1.  Complete an application and return it to the Weed Control Office for approval.  
Return the application prior to the expected date of treatment or release of bio-
control agents. 

2.  The Weed Board Representative will review the application.  Approval of the 
application is required before the Claim can be processed.  Approval is 
dependent upon the level of funding in the budget.  The Weed District will notify 
the participant if the application is approved.  NOTE:  In questionable areas or 
situations, an inspection of the site by the Weed Board Representative may be 
required before the application will be approved. 

3.  If the application is approved, conduct the herbicide treatment or biological 
release.  In the case of herbicide applications, spray your weeds using the proper 
equipment and safety measures.  
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Carefully read and follow the herbicide label. 
Remember to use proper spraying practices to ensure safety to you and the 
environment.  If using biological control agents, release in the manner prescribed 
by the supplier.  NOTE:  If misapplication of a chemical, improper release of 
biological control agents, or poor land husbandry is noted, payment of the cost 
share claim will be denied.  If in the case that a chemical misapplication is deemed 
to be harmful to the environment or surrounding area, the proper regulatory 
agency will be notified. 

 

READ AND FOLLOW THE CHEMICAL LABEL! 

 

4.  After conducting the herbicide treatment or biological release, submit a cost share 
claim sheet.  Include the original receipt(s) for the herbicides or bio-control agents 
purchased to control the noxious weeds.  The Weed District operates on a fiscal 
year basis from July 1 to June 30.  If the chemicals or bio-control agents were 
purchased at the start of the field season (i.e., March, April, May, June) then the 
claim sheets with original receipt(s) must be received by the Weed District on 
or before June 30th or the claim sheet cannot be processed for that respective 
portion of the field season.  

 
According to the Montana County Noxious Weed Control Act, a noxious weed is any non-
native plant that may render land unfit for agriculture, wildlife, forestry, recreation, and other 
beneficial uses of the land or that may harm native plant communities and has been 
designated by the State or County as noxious. 
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GALLATIN COUNTY WEED CONTROL RENTAL PROGRAM 
 
Purpose: 
The Gallatin County Weed Control District is offering a weed sprayer rental program to 
Gallatin County residents.  This program was set up to make weed spraying equipment 
available, and to help the residents of Gallatin County to control noxious weeds on their 
property.  The rental fee is used to maintain the rental equipment in good working order 
and to update equipment when needed.  There are slide-in, ATV and backpack sprayers 
available for rent.  An appointment to rent these sprayers can be made through the Gallatin 
County Weed Control Office.  Remember to call ahead as the sprayers go fast at certain 
times of the year. 
 
Terms and Conditions: 

1.  The rental charges are assessed per rental period.  
2.  Pick-up and Drop off is by appointment only, Monday-Thursday at the Gallatin 

County Weed Control Shop.  Prompt pick-up and return times are required. 
3.  A Rental Agreement with Gallatin County Weed Control District must be signed by 

the renter before the rental unit can be picked up. 
4.  The spray unit must be returned clean and with the spray tank rinsed.  To ensure 

that rental units remain in proper and safe operating condition, please advise the 
weed office of any problems that occurred during use.  

5.  The renter is responsible for all damages not caused by normal operational 
wear and tear.  

 
READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS 

 
Use herbicide according to label directions.  Do not spray non-target plant species 
such as trees, shrubs, alfalfa, crops, gardens or caragana bushes. 
Before spraying near water such as rivers, streams, ponds, wetlands, riparian zones 
or irrigation canals/ditches, read the herbicide label to check to see if it is labeled for 
aquatic use. 
Spraying herbicides can be hazardous.  Wear liquid proof gloves, coveralls and 
liquid proof boots when handling herbicides.  Wear a clear face shield or goggles 
when spraying and mixing herbicides.  Read and follow all herbicide labels.  Never 
wash contaminated clothing with regular wash.  Wash contaminated clothing 
separately with an extra cycle of just detergent and water between washings. 
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READ AND FOLLOW THE ENTIRE CHEMICAL LABEL 
 

1. By law it is required that herbicides be used according to their label. 
 

2. Before adding herbicide to the tank, fill the tank ½ full with fresh water.  Start the 
engine, and make sure that all broadjet nozzles and handguns are functional. 
Ensure that the bypass/agitation line is functioning.  The bypass/agitation line is the 
return line that feeds back into the tank.  It can be observed by water flowing back 
into the tank.  Turn the engine off. 

 
3. Use the following procedure when adding herbicide to the tank. 

a.  Read the label to determine the rate per acre of the herbicide. 
b.  Calculate the amount of herbicide to add to the tank based on the Gallons Per 

Acre (GPA) information sheet provided with each sprayer. 
c.  Add herbicide and/or surfactant to the tank. 
d.  Fill the tank the rest of the way with water. 

 
4. Handgun and broadjet nozzles cannot be used together in the same operation.  

The handgun GPA is different than the broadjet GPA.  Therefore, the amount of 
herbicide added to the tank is different for the handgun vs. broadjet nozzles. 

 
5. Remember: Add half of the water into the tank, put in the correct amount of 

herbicide, then add the rest of the water.  Spray the weeds in the same manner 
used when calibrating the sprayer to ensure that the proper rate of chemical is 
placed on the weeds. 

 
6. RINSE OUT THE SPRAYER AND ALL LINES WITH THE SAME AMOUNT OF 

FRESH WATER THAT IS RECOMMENDED UNDER THE SPRAYER 
DESCRIPTION.  Do not empty all the water at one location, spread it over a large 
area so a high concentration is not placed on a small area.  Be careful of non-target 
vegetation as the rinse water will have some chemical in it. 

 
REMEMBER TO USE HERBICIDES IN A SAFE AND PRUDENT MANNER  
TO PROTECT YOU AND THE ENVIRONMENT, READ AND FOLLOW THE 

ENTIRE CHEMICAL LABEL, IT’S THE LAW! 
 

WEAR THE PROPER PROTECTIVE GEAR 
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RECORDS RELEASE POLICY 

GALLATIN COUNTY WEED DISTRICT 
 
The Montana Constitution guarantees citizens both a right to know and a right to privacy. 
As per the Montana Constitution:  
Article 2, Section 9 of the state constitution states: "No person shall be deprived of the 
right to examine documents of state government and its subdivisions, except in cases in 
which the demand of individual privacy clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure." 
State law further gives citizens the right to inspect and copy public records. 
Article 2, Section 10 of the constitution states: "The right of individual privacy is essential 
to the well being of a free society and shall not be infringed without the showing of a 
compelling state interest." 

 
To comply with Montana’s “Right to Know” law and to preserve the right of 
individual privacy, the Gallatin County Weed District has implemented the following 
Records Release Policy. 
 
1. Requestor completes a written request specifying what information is being 

requested.  REQUEST FOR RECORDS form is available at the Gallatin County 
Weed District Office. 

2. Records pertaining to an active and ongoing noxious weed law enforcement 
action cannot be released to third parties.  

3. Upon receipt of the REQUEST FOR RECORDS form, the Weed District will 
process the records requested within ten (10) working days. 

4. To ensure confidentiality and security of the records requested the records 
will be mailed to the requestor either by certified mail and/or delivery 
confirmation (US Postal Service). 

 



20 

 
SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

 MANAGEMENT OF NOXIOUS WEEDS 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of these requirements is to implement a coordinated program for the 
containment, suppression, and where possible eradication of noxious weeds that may be 
caused by development of subdivisions, and in general to accomplish the goals of the 
Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and County Weed Act. 

Preliminary Plat Review 
Prior to construction or disturbance, a Noxious Weed Management and Revegetation Plan 
(in a form approved by the Board) must be submitted by the Participant to the Weed District 
Board that may approve, reject, or approve with recommendation the plan that must include 
at minimum the following: 

1. Identify any noxious weeds present on any land in or adjacent to the proposed 
subdivision. 

2. Identify any noxious weeds likely to arise during the development.   
3. Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s representation that he/she has read and 

understands the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and the relevant 
sections of the Montana Noxious Weed Control Act.   

4. Application/Review fee: $300 major subdivision; $150 minor subdivision 
5. Subdivision plat.   
6. Noxious Weed Management and Revegetation Plan in form prescribed by the Weed 

District that shall be effective for 3 years from the date of approval, except that as 
lots are sold owners of subdivided lots shall become responsible for weed 
management in accordance with Montana Noxious Weed Control Act and Gallatin 
County Weed Management Plan.   

Final Plat Approval 
Prior to final plat approval, the Responsible Party shall enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the District including at minimum the following: 

1. Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s representation of compliance with: The Noxious 
Weed Management and Revegetation Plan approved by the Board (including any 
revised plans); Gallatin County Noxious Weed Management Plan; and Montana 
Noxious Weed Control Act. 

2. Documents to the satisfaction of the Weed Board showing compliance with the 
above requirements, including name(s) of contractors who completed the work and 
a copy of their application records or invoices.  

3. Copy of the subdivision covenants regarding noxious weed management described 
below. 
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The Responsible Party/Landowner agrees that the Board shall have the right to revise this 
plan and any Memorandum of Understanding as necessary to effectuate the purposes of 
the Gallatin County Weed Management Plan or Montana Noxious Weed Control Act.   
 
Covenants of Record Required 
The Responsible Party/Landowner shall record with any approved Final Plat covenants of 
record with the Clerk & Recorder’s Office in substantially conforming to the sample shown 
below and effectively delegating the management of noxious weeds as follows: 

1. Landowners and the Owners Association shall comply with Montana Noxious Weed 
Control Act (§ 7-22-2116, MCA); Gallatin County Noxious Weed Management Plan; 
and any weed management plans approved by the Board that are relevant to the 
subdivision. 

2. Landowners shall be responsible for noxious weed control on their individual lots. 
3. The Owners Association (Homeowner, Business, Property Association, or other 

entity as named in the subdivisions covenants or recorded on the plat) shall be 
responsible for noxious weed control in all parks, open spaces, community areas, 
trails and roadways within the subdivision.  If there is no Owners Association then 
the landowners as a whole are responsible for noxious weed control in the parks, 
open spaces, community areas and trails.  Each landowner is then responsible for 
the subdivision roadway adjoining their property.  The Owners Association will also 
act as the contact point and primary enforcement authority for any noxious weed 
complaints within the subdivision.   

 
Covenants Sample 
“The control of noxious weeds by the Owners Association on those areas for which the 
Owners Association is responsible and the control of noxious weeds by individual owners 
on their respective lots shall be as required by the Montana Noxious Weed Control Act (§ 7-
22-2101, MCA through § 7-22-2153, MCA as amended) and the rules, regulations and 
management plans of the Gallatin County Weed Control District.  Both unimproved and 
improved lots shall be managed for noxious weeds.  In the event a landowner does not 
control the noxious weeds after 10 days notice from the Owners Association, the Owners 
Association may cause the noxious weeds to be controlled.  The cost and expense 
associated with such weed management shall be assessed to the lot and such assessment 
may become a lien if not paid within thirty (30) days of the mailing of such assessment.  
The Owners Association is responsible for control of state and county declared noxious 
weeds in the subdivisions parks, open spaces, community areas, trails, and roadways.  
Nothing herein shall require or obligate the Gallatin County Weed District to undertake any 
management or enforcement on behalf of the Owners Association or landowners that is not 
otherwise required by law of the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan.” 
 



22 

Preliminary Plat Extension Policy 
The Weed District requires the following documentation when extending subdivision 
noxious weed management plans: 

 Cover letter explaining Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s intentions for the property 

 A new Weed Management Plan  

 Inspection by Board or Board’s Representative 

 Documentation of prior weed control efforts completed 
 
The Weed District may not approve any weed management plan extension if Responsible 
Party/Landowner is not in compliance with the Weed Management Plan, rules, laws, 
ordinances or other applicable regulations. 

 
GRAVEL PIT/OPEN CUT MINE REQUIREMENTS REGARDING 

MANAGEMENT OF NOXIOUS WEEDS 

 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of these requirements is to implement a coordinated program for the 
containment, suppression, and where possible eradication of noxious weeds that may be 
caused by development of gravel pits/open cut mines, and in general to accomplish the 
goals of the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and County Weed Act. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
Prior to construction or disturbance, a Noxious Weed Management and Revegetation Plan 
(in a form approved by the Board) must be submitted by the Responsible Party/Landowner 
to the Weed District Board that may approve, reject, or approve with recommendation the 
plan that must include at minimum the following: 

1. Identify any noxious weeds present on any land in or adjacent to the proposed 
Open Cut Mine. 

2. Identify any noxious weeds likely to arise during the development. 
3. Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s representation that he/she has read and 

understands the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and the 
relevant sections of the Montana Noxious Weed Control Act. 

4. Open Cut Mine plat 
5. Noxious Weed Management and Re-vegetation Plan in form prescribed by the 

Weed District that shall be effective for 3 years from the date of approval. 
6. The Montana DEQ Plan of Operation must accompany the plan. 
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Gallatin County Noxious Weed Control District 
Gravel Pit Noxious Weed Certification Program 

 
In 2005, the Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee (GYCC) developed a protocol 
for sand and gravel pit certification in order to prevent and slow the spread of noxious 
weeds throughout the greater Yellowstone ecosystem.  Yellowstone National Park and the 
Gallatin National Forest and other landowners are now requiring sand and gravel used in 
those areas to be certified as weed free in an effort to prevent new invaders and slow the 
influx of other noxious weeds.  
 
State level certification is available:  
State 
No plants listed as noxious weeds in Montana are permitted to produce seed in the 
permitted area.  This includes plants listed as noxious by Gallatin County.   
The Gallatin County Noxious Weed Control District works with the GYCC to certify pits as 
noxious weed free. Minimum requirements for certification are as follows: 

1. A weed management plan must be on file with the District. 
2. At least 1 inspection during the growing season by weed district personnel. 
3. Proof of weed management plan implementation (invoices from commercial 

applicators, application records etc.) during the growing season must be provided to 
the district.  

4. Documentation of inspections (notes, photos etc.) will be housed at the District. 
5. An open cut mine that contains noxious weeds, undesirable plants or plant parts 

capable of producing new infestations (seeds, rhizomes, etc…) may be certified if:  
(a) noxious weeds or other undesirable plants found in material were effectively 

treated before flowering or vegetative reproduction. 
(b) less than 10 plants (noxious weeds) are found within the active operations area 

(crushing, loading, mining, equipment storage or within 20 feet of roadsides) and 
all soil within 10 feet of those plants are removed to an inactive area of the pit 
and treated at a later date. 

(c) Low levels (100 or less plants) of noxious weeds are found in the inactive portion 
of the open cut mine and proof of aggressive treatment of these weeds is 
provided to the district.  

(d) If an unacceptable level of noxious weeds are present on the production area, 
material may still be certified if it is heat treated to a minimum of 300o F and 
transported within 7 days of treatment to avoid recontamination.  
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Weed Free Certification guidelines are as follows: 
A: Approved- Exceeds the requirements of Gallatin County standards and contains 

only the specified gravel/borrow material with no non-native plants noted.  
B: Approved- Meets the requirements of Gallatin County standards. Gravel/Borrow 

material contain no, MT listed weeds and only limited amounts of annual weeds or 
other weeds not listed as prohibited or noxious. 

C: Approved- Complies with minimum requirements of Gallatin County standards.  
This gravel/borrow material contains variable amounts of prohibited or noxious weed 
species which are immature (not viable) when treated to prevent seed formation.  
These plant parts, although not usually desirable in the gravel/borrow material are 
not considered able to begin new infestations.  

D: Failed 
 
 

TELECOMMUNICATION (CELL TOWER) REQUIREMENTS 
REGARDING MANAGEMENT OF NOXIOUS WEEDS 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of these requirements is to implement a coordinated program for the 
containment, suppression, and where possible eradication of noxious weeds that may be 
caused by development of Telecommunication Facilities (Cell Tower), and in general to 
accomplish the goals of the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and County 
Weed Act. 
 
Preliminary Plat Review 
Prior to construction or disturbance, a Noxious Weed Management and Revegetation Plan 
(in a form approved by the Board) must be submitted by the Participant to the Weed District 
Board that may approve, reject, or approve with recommendation the plan that must include 
at minimum the following: 

1. Identify any noxious weeds present on any land in or adjacent to the proposed 
development. 

2. Identify any noxious weeds likely to arise during the development.   
3. Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s representation that he/she has read and 

understands the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and the relevant 
sections of the Montana Noxious Weed Control Act.   

4. Application/Review fee: $150  
5. Plat map.   
6. Noxious Weed Management and Re-vegetation Plan in form prescribed by the 

Weed District that shall be effective for 3 years from the date of approval.   
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Final Plat Approval 
Prior to final plat approval, the Responsible Party/Landowner shall enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the District including at minimum the following: 

1. Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s representation of compliance with: The Noxious 
Weed Management and Revegetation Plan approved by the Board (including any 
revised plans); Gallatin County Noxious Weed Management Plan; and Montana 
Noxious Weed Control Act. 

2. Documents to the satisfaction of the Weed Board showing compliance with the 
above requirements, including name(s) of contractors who completed the work and 
a copy of their application records or invoices.  

 

ORGANIC FARM/RANCH REQUIREMENTS REGARDING 
MANAGEMENT OF NOXIOUS WEEDS 

 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of these requirements is to implement a coordinated program for the 
containment, suppression, and where possible eradication of noxious weeds that may be 
caused by development of Organic Farm/Ranch, and in general to accomplish the goals of 
the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and County Weed Act. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
A Noxious Weed Management and Revegetation Plan (in a form approved by the Board) 
must be submitted by the Participant to the Weed District Board that may approve, reject, 
or approve with recommendation the plan that must include at minimum the following: 

1. Identify any noxious weeds present on any land in or adjacent to the proposed 
Organic Farm/Ranch. 

2. Identify any noxious weeds likely to arise during farming/ranching operations. 
3. Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s representation that he/she has read and 

understands the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and the relevant 
sections of the Montana Noxious Weed Control Act. 

4. Noxious Weed Management and Re-vegetation Plan in form prescribed by the 
Weed District that shall be effective for 3 years from the date of approval. 

5. The name, address, and contact information of the Certification Organization must 
accompany the plan. 
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LANDOWNER REQUIREMENTS REGARDING 
MANAGEMENT OF NOXIOUS WEEDS 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of these requirements is to implement a coordinated program for the 
containment, suppression, and where possible eradication of noxious weeds on private 
property, and in general to accomplish the goals of the Gallatin County Weed District 
Management Plan and County Weed Act. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
A Noxious Weed Management Plan (in a form approved by the Board) must be submitted 
by the Landowner to the Weed District Board that may approve, reject, or approve with 
recommendation the plan that must include at minimum the following: 

1. Identify any noxious weeds present on the private land. 
2. Landowner’s representation that the landowner has read and understands the 

Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and the relevant sections of the 
Montana Noxious Weed Control Act. 

3. Noxious Weed Management Plan in form prescribed by the Weed District that shall 
be effective for 3 years from the date of approval. 

 
LANDOWNER ROADSIDE MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 

REGARDING MANAGEMENT OF NOXIOUS WEEDS 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of these requirements is to:  implement a coordinated program for the 
containment, suppression, and where possible eradication of noxious weeds along the 
county rights of way adjacent to private property where the adjoining landowner requests to 
maintain the county right of way, and in general to accomplish the goals of the Gallatin 
County Weed District Management Plan and County Weed Act; to alert spray crews that a 
landowner maintenance situation exists; and a tool to educate landowners in Gallatin 
County about the spread of noxious weeds along roads.   
 
REQUIREMENTS 
A Noxious Weed Management Plan (in a form approved by the Board) must be submitted 
by the Participant to the Weed District Board that may approve, reject, or approve with 
recommendation the plan that must include at minimum the following: 

1. Identify any noxious weeds present on the county right of way. 
2. Responsible Party’s/Landowner’s representation that he/she has read and 

understands the Gallatin County Weed District Management Plan and the relevant 
sections of the Montana Noxious Weed Control Act. 
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3. The responsibility for managing noxious weeds on the specified section of right-of-
way is transferred from the Gallatin County Weed District to the Responsible 
Party/Landowner signing the plan.   

4. Landowner Roadside Maintenance Plan must be renewed prior to the expiration 
date.  If the Responsible Party/Landowner fails to contact the Gallatin County Weed 
District prior to the expiration date, the plan automatically expires and responsibility 
for managing noxious weeds on the specified section of right-of-way reverts to the 
Gallatin County Weed District. 

5. If the Weed District Board or its Representative finds that the Responsible 
Party/Landowner has failed to adhere to the Weed Management Plan, the Board or 
its Representative shall notify the Responsible Party/Landowner that the agreement 
is void and that responsibility for the management of noxious weeds on the right-of-
way will revert to the Weed District unless the Responsible Party/Landowner 
complies with the provisions of the Weed Management Plan within a specified time 
period as directed by the Board or its Representative. 

6. The Gallatin County Weed District is not liable for any injuries or losses suffered by 
the Responsible Party/Landowner in managing noxious weeds on the County road 
right-of-way. 

7. The Responsible Party/Landowner assumes all responsibility for conspicuously 
posting and maintaining “land owner maintained” signs provided by the Weed 
District.  Gallatin County will not be held liable for any injuries or losses suffered by 
the Responsible Party/Landowner in areas with missing or improperly posted signs.   

8. Noxious Weed Management Plan in form prescribed by the Weed District that shall 
be effective for three (3) years from the date of approval. 



This Weed Management Plan is in effect until such time as determined inadequate to serve 
the intent. Changes Including additions or deletions are to be reviewed by the Gallatin 
County Weed District Board, Weed Coordinator, and appropriate advisors with 
recommendations submitted to the Gallatin County Commissioners. 

On This day f r\ (oJ '-I ,? :.<. 2012, the Gallatin County Commissioners have 
reviewed and adopted this policy for the Gallatin County Weed Department. 

Approved Gallatin County Weed Board: 

Board Chair 

Approved Gallatin County Commissioners Chair: 

Commission Chair 
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