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INTRODUCTION

Planmning Area

Gallatin County stretches 115 miles in length, sharing a third of
that length with Yellowstone National Park to the southeast. The
county boundary continues north Ffrom Yellowstone through the
Gallatin, Madison and HKyalite mountains to the northern edge of
the Bridger Range in the northeast. From esast to west, the
county begins on the historic Bozemanm Pass, runs west the width
of the Gallatin Valley and terminates Jjust west of the confluance
of the Jefferson, Madison and Gallatin Rivers nmear the town of

Three Forks. Its western border runs scuthwest from Three Forks

then east again to the Madison - Ballatin divide, and south along
this’ rugged, high mountain crest to the southern tip of the
county, which lies due south of the town of West Yellowstone,
Montana. All told, Gallatin County encompasses 2,510 square
miles.

Population
According to The Mantana Department of Commerce, the population

of Gallatin County in 1386 was 47,800. OF those 47,800 pegople,
approximately 30,470 of them lived in the cities of Bozeman,
Belgrade, Three Forks, HManhattan and UWest Yellowstone. That

means zoproximately 17,330 pecple live ocutside of incorporated
citiss and towns.

The paopulatian growth rate of Gallatin County has slowed
considerably since the boom years of the 1370’s and early 1380°s,
and is now estimated between 1-2% annually. This contrasts with
a growth rate aof 11.5 percent from 1980 to 13686. The DOepartment
of Commerce has projected BGallatinm County's armnual population
graowth rate from 13BE to the year EOOO will be, an the average,
about 1.1 percent per year,

Recreatign Planning Process

Despite 2 slumping economy and slower population growth, people
continue to move their residences and businesses to Ballatin
County. This can bhe attributed to the area’s high quality
environment and its proximity to vast amounts of public
recreatian lands, mast of which are in Federal ownership. But
maost of the public lands availlable Far recreation are
undeveloped. This leaves a gap in the recreational opportunities
avallable to Gallatin County residents. A recreation survey
conducted in 13886 faund that county residents desire additional
developed recreational Facilities. Therefaore, Gallatin County
has uwndertaken the responsibility to xamine the need for
additional recreation Ffacilities, and the resources available
which might be developed to praovide for those neesds.
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allatin County Ffirst adopted a county-wide Recreation and Open
pace Plan in 1388Q. Since that time, severzl new recreaticn
ssues have arisen, including the possibility of selling certain
ounty subdivision parks to raise revenue FfFor cther recreation
zeds, along with the need to develop criteria for selecting a
ite for a new multi-purpase county recreational FfFacility.

1ese, along with other issues and concerns, have been the
riving force behind this Recreatiocn Plan Update.

jwever, many of the recreatiaon issues have remained the same
ince 13880, such as the need for more sports playing fields, mars
iblic lands access, mare crass—country ski trails, and
iditional developed parks. Much of the information in the 1880
screation Flan remains relevant today and has therefore been
icarporated in this updated edition. The earlier plan explored
imits to growth in Gallatin County and attempted to measure and

:fine growth. That plan also provided an inventory of County
acreation sites. The 13980 Plan 1laid the Ffoundation Ffor
screation issues, while this lan updates the findings and
wentory from 1380. This plan also documents current County
screatiaon needs +through a2 new recreation survey of County
:sidents. Perhaps maost importantly, this Plan identifies local
screaticn 1issues in the context aof the County’'s physical and
inancial capabilities to provide better recreatian
p :unities, and offers alternative policies and methods ta

2lp plan for those neeads. _—

sals and Objectives

e primary goal of the Gallatin County Recreation and Open Space
lan 1s to improve and enhance the quality and gquantity of
screational opportunities available to county residents and
isitaors to the area. Meeting the recreatignal needs of the
unty must be commensurate with its physical and finmancial
apahilities., Therefore, it 1s also a goal of this plan to
:commend alternative saurces of funding Ffor the County'’s
acreational needs. The following is a 1list of specific
sjectives faormulated to meet the most pressing recreatian needs
1 Ballatin County:

1. Determine what types of park, recreatiaon, and
gpen space areas and facilities are needed in
Ballatin County.

2. Provide a range of indoor and outdoor recreation
Facilities to meet the present and Ffuture needs of
County residents.

3. Develop an inventory of County Recreatian sources.

Establish a park classification and standards system
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10.

11.

1z2.

13.

14,

15,

15.

17.

that will serve as a basis For Ffuture recreation
plarning efforts.

Establish criteria for the sale and/or exchange of
Cournty parklands.

Estahlish criteria Ffor the location and development of
County parks and Cournty Subdivision parks,

Establish criteria for accepting parkland during the
Subdivision reviesw process.

Establish criteria Ffor disbursing County Park Fund
monies.

Support the develaopment of a system of linear
recreation trails and bhikeways that link parks, schools
and residential areas.

Estzblish and preserve natural =and oOpen sSpaces areas
through 2zoning, acguisition, conservation sasements,
grants, donations, transfer of develapment rights, and
other means to prevent wndesirable land uses in
ecologically sensitive areas such as riparian and
wetland uses.

Preserve areas identified as having historic and/cr
archeological significance.

Recommend zlternative sources of funding for recreation
nesds.

Provide for access and wuse by handicapped persons of
all County park facilities.

Encourage volunteer participation in the creation,
development, and management of County recreational
facilities.

Support the develaopment and wuse of the county
fairgrounds For multi-purpose ballfields.

Establish regulzations and adopt =a leass
palicy for use of county parks.

Prepare a directory of county cwned parks and identify
each park with signs and boundary markers.



RECREATION NEEDS AND RESOURCES

PARK DEFINITIONS, FUNCTIONS AND STANDARDS

This section of the plan is concerned with defining, listing the
fFunctions, and gstablishing standards Far neighborhood,
community, limear, and specialty parks. Alsa, the chapter
establishes guidelines for determining when, where, how much, and
what types of parkland are desirable in the growing areas of the
County.

It should be noted that these definitions and Ffunctions are for
parks that have reached full development, which can take a long
time. Development of parks should remain sensitive to the people
who will be using <them and basically provide opportunities that
are mnesded, wanted, and affordable.

NEIGHBORHOQD PARKS/SUBDIVISION PARKS

CEFINITION:

Neighbcrhood parks and/or Subdivisian Parks are considered to be
low-key, conveniently located parks that provide residents of a
fairly well defined neighborhocod with a combination of active and
passive recreaticon agpportunities not available at hame. The
primary emphasis is to provide space for active play areas to be
usad by neighborhood residents. Simplicity 1in design and
develcpment, using natural materials zand landscapes wheresver
possible, is part of the neighborhood park concept.

FUNCTIONS:

1. A nesighborhoaod or subdivision park should pravide =z
combination ' of active and passive recreation uses faor
nmneighbhorhood residents. The mare impartant function should

be to provide playfields For active recreatian.

2. There should be encugh space for at least ane playfield or
hallfield.

3. Praovisions far passive farms of recreation that are
attractive tg adults should be of secandary cansideratiaon.
These include: picnic areas, shade trees, and areas faor
walking.

‘. Access is the most important characteristic of neighbarhaood
parks. Users should not have to crass ar travel any

arterial or heavily traveled street to reach it.



5. Parking should naot be necessary as the park serves primarily
persons within walking distance.

8. It is desirable for the park to be centrally located within
a developed area. Due tao the gridiron system of roads
surrounding the sectiogns in the County, it seems necessary
to locate the park serving 2 particular square mile within
the same secticon in order Ffor park users to avoid heavy

traffic. The recommended service area, therefore, is one-
half mile.

7. Full development of neighborhood parks may not be necessary
from the onset. Utilization of natural materials and

opportunities such as stream courses, ponds, hills, dirt
piles, vegetation, ete. is encouraged.

8. A desirahle size for =a neighborhood park is sesven acres.
This size makes it possible to have one ballfield and still
have ample room for passive recreation uwuses and buffer
areas.

COMMUNITY PARKS

OEFINITION: )
Community parks are sites which provide a wide range of
recrestional gpportunities, passive and active, for the full

range of age groups found in a2 “community”.

FUNCTIONS: ;
1. At full development community parks should provide space for
a8 balance of active and passive fFarms of recreation, serving
the total spectrum of recreation needs for its service area.

z2. Space for buffer zones between active recreation areas and
the surrounding neighborhoods is an  important part of
community parks as they tend toc be more intensely developed,

3. The primary access to a community park will be by
automobile, therefore, a location with good highway access
is necessary. There also must be ample provision far
parking.

4, It is desirable for thess parks to bhe centrally located to

the populations to bhe served.

5, Utilization of interesting natural features, such as water
courses, vegetatiaon, rock outcroppings, taopographic
fFeatures, scenic views, etc., are important to the
development of a park with its own identity. These features



can offer opportunities for both passive and active Forms of
recreatiaon,

B. The minimum size of community park should be 20 acres, with
30 acres being desirable. At least ten acres of the site
should be available exclusively for athletic playfields.
This should be enough space Ffor two or more full-sized
ballfields. Additiaonal acreage is needed Ffor playfields or
other types of active recreatian. (This acreage can serve
effectively as a buffer hetween the athletic Ffields and

ther uses.)

7. The park should be developed and maintained for intensive
use. Alsa, some types of maintemance may be necessary to
accommodate winter time activities.

8. While community parks serve many functiaons, these do not
always have to be accommodated on the same site. More
importantly, the functions aof the park should he thaought of
as being provided within their service area.

RECREATION NEEDS BASED OM PARK STAMNDARDS

Because this plan is concerned with providing parks Ffor thase

areas outside incorporated areas, then the parkland needs would
be Bl acres of neighaorhood parks, and 26 acres of community
parkland. The County presently owns appraximately 350 acres of

neighborhoad and subdivision parks that could be wused for cne
Form aof recreaticn or another. At this time, less than 50 acres
of this parklamd have actually been developed for recreation

purposes. Therefore, based sclely gn the park standards in
Appendix A, Gallatin County currently lacks 10-20 acres of
developed neighbarhocad parks. This shortage cof developed parks
will grow as the population increases. The County has no

developed cammunity parks outside of any inccorporated area,
making the need for this type of facility even more apparent. At
this point, it should be noted that the park standards used in
this plan are meant to be used as a general guide for determining
and assessing parkland needs. These standards are naot absolute
and many aother Factors come inta play when determining actual
park requirements. Other FfFactors have heen listed in the
Appendix E (Evaluation Guidelines for Park Develaopment
Potentiall.

RECREATION NEEDS BASED ON A SURVEY OF RESIDENTS

From August to September of 198686, the Gallatin County Planning’,
IfFFice conducted a telephane survey thraoughout the County to
identify outdoor recreation uses and needs. The survey followed
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the methodology wsed for the Land and Water Ccnservatiaon Fund
(LWCF) grants administered by the Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks. Appendix B contains the results of that
survey .

The survey revealed the recrsational priocrities aof Gallatin
County residents. As might be expected, Gallatin County
residents are very active participants in outdoor recreation.
Most respondents were satisfied with the supply of outdoor
recreation, but  when asked what one kind of recreation
activity/facility they would prefer if funding were available,
several choices emerged. Suimming pools were the maost reguested
bu the residents of Belgrade and Manhattan, Other respondents
preferred linear parks and developed parks, fishing accesses,
open space, and soccer and safthall fields.

An optional Gallatin County guestion was asked regarding the sale
or exchange of county subdivision parks. Seventy—-five percent
(75%2)  af the respondents Favored selling or exchanging
undeveloped parks provided that any money generatsd would be used
for recreation purpaoses. This praviso is assurz=d because state
law regquires it. Interestingly, the survey discovered that mast
respeondents werse  unaware  that the county had the autharity to
sell parks. '

Whnen asksd what they perceived as the single greatest outdoor
recreatiaon concern facing BGallatin County today, those surveyed
gave 2 wide range of responses. Lack of funding (15%) was given
most aoften. A graoup cof caoncerns that could be addressed by a
multi-purpaose park was the next largest category at 10% , Lack of
funding and access to public lands were given as the two greatest

outdoar recreation concerns facing the state of Montana.

Phaone number prefixes of the respandents indicated where in the
county they lived. Belgrade (388) and Manhattan (284) numbers
generally desired swimming pools and hallfields. Gallatin
Gateway (7B3) residents were gernerally satisfied with recresatiaon
gpportunitiss. Big Sky (335 residents desired more gaolf and
Fishing access. Three Forks (2852 and West Yellowstons (B46)
respandents were generally satisfied, while Bozeman (586-587)
residents indicated a whole range af desires for more
recreational opportunities. Most o©lder people throughout the
county declined to participate in the survey.

Many respandents cited recreatiornal activities that wers besyond
the ability and authority of the county ta praovide. These
activities included more hunting on private land, more areas faor
motorized vehicle use, better maintained back country trails, and
more downhill ski Facilities.



Activities that are uwithin the scope of county authority and
listed most aoften were:

*more Fishing spats;

*hetter access to public lands;

*more swimming facilities autside Bozeman area;

*mare crass-country ski trails;

*mare sgccer, baseball, and softball fields, and

*more apen space in the Form of parks and linear parks.

Once the recreational demands of county residents are identified,
the issue becames that of how to best provide far these demands
within a limited county budget and how to allacate those limited
funds tao the variaus recreation needs.

Providing recreational opportunities to meet the neesds identified

by county residents can involve several approaches. In a broad
sense, county recreation policy cannot passibly address all
facets of “guality of 1life” and “open space”. These concerns

revalve araund agpen vistas afforded by Farmlands held privately
and =2also by activities held aon federal and state lands such as
state fishing accesses and natianal Faorests. But this plan can
focus on recreation cancerns that arise fram the Following facts:

1. B5% aof the papulatiam of Gallatin County is, and
will be Ffaor the fForeseeabhle Future, centered in
the Bozeman-Belgrade area;

2. 38% of the land in the County is held by federal ar
state authority;

3. Gallatin County presently has no recreation department
and na recreation budget;

4. The County, at this writinmg, has approximately, $%3,000
in the cash-in-lieu of parkland fund.

s, There are 43 subdivision parks in Gallatin County, most
af them undevelaoped;

5. The praospect of higher taxes may not be popular with
many Caounty residents.

7. Agriculture 1s experiencing difficult ecaonamic times,
but is still vitally important to the county’'s esconomy;

8. Gallatin County residents enjay, and want to protect,
the “quality of 1ife” afforded by panaramic vistas,
and the open spaces assaciated with adjacent farms and
public lands.



If these assumptions are accepted, and are related to their
respective recreation needs identified in the survey, they raise
several relevant questians:

=What recreation opportunities could be provided by County
government for the benefit of the greatest number of
residents?

*Should the County develop 2 multi-sport recreation complex?
If so, where should it be located? How should it be
Financed and maintained?

»yhat should be done about the 43 county-owned subdivision
parks?T

*Should certain subdivision parks be sold in order to raise
revenue For cther recreation nesds in the County?

*How should future subdivision parks be located and
developed?

*How should money in the cash-in-lisu of parklands fund be
distribut=d?

*Should the County form a2 County Park District”?

The Ballatin County recreation survey has provided much needed
data concerning the recresational desires of county residents,
The remainder of this plan identifies physical 1limits to
develaopment in Gallatin County ard the principle recreational
issues facing us. It also offers policy options and alternatives
that could be used as solutions to the recreation prohlem.

Inventory of Recrsation Resources

Before any recreation plan can be implemented, it is necessary to
inventory the availabls park and recreation land which could
potentially be developed to provide more recreation opportunities
fFor County residents.

County—Owned Park and Open Space lLands

Gallatin County owns 45 parks and other recreation sites. These
include 43 subdivision parks, ane golf course and the County
Fairgrounds. The 43 subdivision parks comprise a total of 287
acres. Table 1 is =a 1list of these parks and facilities. A
location map of county and homepwner parks is shown on Map 1J.



Homeowners Association Parklands

Many subdivision parks in the County are dedicated and ouned by

hameowners assaciatians., There are presently 13 subdivisiaon
parks in Gallatin County dedicated ta their respective hamecwners
association. These parks camprise a total of 132 acres. It must

be emphasized that these are private parks and are anly open to

the public at the discretion of the haomecuwner’'s associations.
See Tahle 2.

State Ouwned Recreation Sites

The Mantana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks cwns and
maintains 15 develaped recreation sites in the County, most of
which are fishing access sites. They also include two state parks
and ane state monument. These lands total 3,032 acres. Table 3
is a8 listing of these sites.

Federally Ouned Recreation Sites

The U.S. Farest Service maintains 19 develaped recreation sites
in Gallatin County. These sites include picnic areas,
campgrounds, and natural-histaoric ar=as. Altogether, the
Gallatinm National Farest contraols B05,240 acres 1in Gallatin
Tounty, which praovides County residents with many undevelaped
Lecreation cpportunities. (Table 42



TRBLE 1

COUNTY OWNED PARRKS AND OFEN SPACE

PARK NAME

ANNETTE PARK
ARROWLEAF HILLS #3
BOGART #2

CIMAERON .
CLOVER MEADOWS
COVERED waABON PARK
EDGEWATER ACRES

ELK
FIRST PINE VIEUW
FOREST CREEK
GARDNER PARK
HODGEMAN CANYON
HYALITE HEIGHTIS

KIRK FOOTHILLS PARK
LAKE #2

LAKE #3

" IS PARK

- .ILE BEAR
MOUNTAIN MEADDWS
MOUNTAIN SHADOOWS ESTATES #3
MOUNTAIN WIEW #4, #5
MOUNTAIN UVUIEW #7
PARKVIEW WEST
RANCH #°’5S 1,2,3
REA SUBOIVISION
RIVERSIDE MANOR
ROYAL UVILLAGE
SOURDOUGH CREEXK #10
SOURDOUGH CREEK #3
SOURBOUGH RIDGE #3
SOURDDUGH RIDGE #3
SPRINGHILL PARK
STEVENS

SUNSET HEIGHTS (JAMESD
SWEETGRASS HILLS
SYPES CANYON
VALLEY CENTER
UALLEY UVISTA
WILOFLOWER
YELLOWSTUONE HOLIDRY #3

N*“TDT‘QL*‘*

TOWNSHIP

25
2S5
15
235
25
c5
23S
25—~
35
35
25
35
25
35
15
13
£S5
35
23
35
1S
15
B3
135
" 23
135
15
25
23
25
23
1S5
25
15
25
15
15
15
15
15

LANDOS

RANGE SECTION ACRES
EE 30 %+.78
BE 21 5.00
SE == 1.00
HE 13 3.30
BE 16 3.53
SE 1 5.00
4E 10 i
BE- 1+ ~-1.58
SE 11 4.35
SE 11 5.81
BE 30 13.30
5E i 11.85
SE 36 11.20
SE 1 40.00
5E 2z 3.B3
SE 22 2.01
BE 18 0.37
4E 36 15.00
BE 16 3.33
EE 1 18.10
SE 18 5.07
=EE 15 4,183
“E 1 5.80
SE 13 15.33
SE 165 1.20
SE 23 7 .40
HE 3 3.43
BE 30 4.56
BE 30 7.73
BE 20 0.87
BE 13 1.45
5E 23 1.51
SE 1 2.42
BE 16 1.381
3k 1.08
BE 17 5.12
SE 27 B.40
H4E 14 c .38
5E 15 3.50
4E 10 5.53

245.58

DEVELDOPMENT STATUS

UNDEVELQOPED
UNDEVELOPED
UNDEVELDOPED
UNDEVELQOPED
UNDEVELOPED

DEVELOPED
UNDEVELQOPED
UNDEVELOPEDN
UNOEVELQPED
UNDEVELOPFED
UNDEVELQPED
UNDEVELDPED
UNDEUVELOPED

DEVELOPED
UNDEUVELQOPED
UNOEVELQPED
UNDEVELOPED
UNOEVELQPE
UNDEVELOPEL
UNDEVELOPED

DEVELOPED
UNOEVELQPED
UNDEVELQOPED
UNDEVELOPED
UNDEUELQPED
UNDEVELOPED
UNDEVELQPED
UNDEUVELQPED
UNDEUELDOPED
UNDEVELQPED
UNOEVEL OFPED
UNDEVELQPED
UNDEVELOPED
UNDEVELOPED

DEVELOPEDR

DEVELDPED
UNOEUELQOPED
UNDEVELOPED
UNOEVELOQPED
UNDEVELQOPED



TABLE 2 {
PARKLANDOS DEOICATED TO HOMEOQUNERS

ASSOCIATIONS
PARK NAME TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION. ACRES DEVELOPHMENT STATUS
MYSTIC HEIGHTS #3 3s 5E 2 .84 UNOEVELQOPED
BEAR CREEX PROPERTIES

(PHASE I3 35 4E £2&28 12.45 UNDEVELOPED
BEAR CREEK PROPERTIES.

(PHASE 2 & 32 35 HE 23 22 .60 UNDEVELQOPED
BEAVER CREEK SOUTH 75 HE 17 7 .80 UNDEVELOPED
BRIDGER HILLS 15 7E 30 30.73 UNDEVELOPED
BRIDGER PINES IN 7E 18 11.84 UNDEVELOPED
FISHERMAN'S VILLAGE 135 4E 20 17 .88 LUNDOEVELQOPED
GRANDUIEW HEIGHTS 15 BE 20 10.80 UNDEVELOPED
HEBGEN LAKE ESTATES 125 4E =] 17.50 UNDEVELOPED
HYALITE FOOTHILLS #1 35 SE 10 20.40 UNDEVELOPED
HYALITE FOOTHILLS #2 35 SE 15 18.30 UNDEVELOPED
HYALITE MEADOQWS 28 SE 3 .82 UNOEVELQOPED
OUTLAW COUNTRY ' 18 SE 10 19.53 UNOEVELOPED
SPRINGUVALE 1S SE 3 2 .45 UNTOEVELQPED
WESTFORK HMEADOWS 75 3E 2 9.30 UNDEVELOPED
WHEATLAND HILLS 18 SE 14 30 .48 UNOEUVELOPED

*  OTAL%== 246 .33



TABLE 3

STATE FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS
RECREATION SITES

SITE NAME TWNSHP RANGE __SEC ACRES SITE TYPE
KIRK WILDLIFE REFUGE 45 H4E B 13.54% REC AREA
KIRK F.A.E. 45 HE 8 3.01 REC AREA
EAST GALLATIN STATE PARK 1S BE 31 B2.00 STATE PARK/LAKE
AXTELL BIG ICE FISHING ACCESS 25 HE 35 +.00 RECREATICN AREA
BLACKBIRD FISHING ARCCESS 235 HE 35 £2.00 RECREATION AREA
BOZEMAN PONDS FISHING ACCESS 23 SE 11 24.00 RECREATION AREA
CAMERON BRIDGEE FISHING ACCESS 1S HE 22 142.00 EECREATION AREA
COEBLESTONE COUE FISHING 1M 2E 32 1380.00 RECREATION AREA
ACCESS
DROULLIARD FISHINEG ACCESS 2N 1E 27 +1.00 RECREATION AREA
FAIRWEATHER FISHING ACCESS 3N ZE 1 B2Z5.00 RECREATION AREA
FOUR CORNERS FISHING ACCESS IN 3E 1z 3.00 FECREARTION AREA
GALLATIN FORKS FISHING ACCESS 2N BE 268 £58.00 EECREATION AREA
GREYCLIFF FISHING RCCESS 25 Z2E E 4187.00 RECREARTION AREA
MADISON EUFFALO JUMP STATE M 2E 34 Bi1B8.00 NATURAL~-HISTORILC Al
MONUMENT

(SSOURI HEADWATERS STATE PARK BN £E 8 528.00 NRTURAL-HISTORI At
THREE FUOEKS GRAVEL PIT FISHINE 2N 1E e5 50.00 RECEEATION AREA
ACCZES
WILLIAME BRIDGE FISHING ACCESS 1N 1w 25 £.00 RECREATION AREA
ERWIN F.A.S. ' 15 ZE 3 80.00 EECREATION AREA



SITE NAME

BAKERS HOLE

BATTLE RINGE

BEAVER CREEK
BLACKMORE

CABIN CREEK
EARTHRUAXE LAKE VISITORS
CENTER

FAIRY LAKE

GREEK CREEK

HOOO CREEK

HORSE BUTTE LOOKOUT
LANGHOR SPRIMNGS
LOMESOMEHUST

"M” PICNIC AREA
MOOSE CREEK FLAT
PALISAOE FALLS NMAT. REC. TRAIL
RAINBOW POINT

RAT LAKE

RED CLIFF

SOUTH FORK

SPANISH CREEK

SPIRE ROCK

SwWAaN CREEK

TOM MINER

FEDERAL

TOWNSHIP BPANGE SECTION

135
2N
115
1S
115
115

2N
55
Hs
12s
3s
125
15
63
45
1es
5SS
85
135
1S
55
55
8BS

TABLE 4

RECREATION SITES

SE
7E
3E
BE
3E
3E

6E
4E
BE
4E
BE
4E
6E
SE
BE
4E
4E
4E
4E
3E
4E
SE
SE

15
32
21
15
15
ec

2c
24
15
35
3e
33
33

B
c't
24

1

4
24
32

2
30
24

ACRES

25.00
15.00
3.00
2.00
5.00
1.00

3.00
5.00
14.00
1,00
B.00
1.00
g.85
2.00
0.00
5.00
1.00
52.00
4.00
1.00
5.00
B.00
3.00

FACILITY TYPE

CAMNPGROUND
CAMPING/PICNIC AREA/HIKING
CAMPGROUND
CAMPGEROUND/FISHING/BOATING
CAMPGROUMND
FPICNIC/FISHIMNG AREA/BOATING

CAMPING/PICNIC/FISHING/HIKING
CAMPING-FISHING
CANP/PICMIC/FISHING/EDATIMNG/SWIH
PICNIC AREA/HIKING
CAMPING/PICMIC/FISHING
PICNIC/FISKING/BOATING

PICMNIC AREA/HIKING
PICNIC/FISHING
PICMIC/FISHINGSHIKIMNG
CAMPIMNG/FISHING/BOATING/SWIMMING
FISHIMNG/HIKING
CAMPING/PICNIC/FISHING
CAMPING/PICMNIC/FISHING
CAMPING/PICNIC/FISHING/HIKING
CANPING/PICMNIC/FISHING
CAMPING/FISHING
CANPIMNG/FISHING/HIKING



PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS TO DEVELOPMENT IN GALLATIN COUNTY

To be effective, this plan should consider current population
densities and projected future concentrations. In this fashion,
parks can be reserved and located appropriately. 7The plan should
alsc consider lands that are unsuited for develaopment by virtue
of ownership or environmental constraints. Some of theses lands

may be better suited Ffor parkland or canservation areas. (See
Figures 4.1, 4.2, 13, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5). By observing the
caonstraints of the physical setting in the County, much can be

learned about where not to expect growth, and conversely where
growth will necessarily he channeled.

Public Land

One of the most noticeable deterrents to growth 1s the presence

of public land. Approximately one-third of Gallatin County is
public larmd, and most of this Forest Service. Dbviogusly, this
land is off limits to development. Figures 4.1 (A & B) show

public lands in Gallatin County.

Topography

Topography (slopel is anather useful measure of the potentisl of
a landscape for develcpment. Figures 4.2 (A & B2 show the
slopes in Gallatin County divided into three general classes:

steep slopes over £S5 percent; moderate slopes from 15 to 25
percent; and rolling to Flat slopes of less than 15 percent.

Areas having steep slopes are generally considered Yoff limits”
to development. Building sites are hard to Find and access is
always a problem., Even though homesites can be found in areas
with stesep slopes, high population densities will never occur.

Moderate slopes dictate great care must he exercised in
development. These areas can bhe develaped to some extent, but
cost more to build on than fFflatter ground. Some very attractive
hamesites are found in areas of moderate slopes, for the
topography tends to be “broken” and rolling, offering scenic
vis=ws in many directions. In gemeral, areas with moderate slopes

cannot be developed to high population densities unless there is
na ather choice for location of additiomnal growth.

Flat ground offers the least resistance to develaopment and will
be the first to be developed unless other factors ocutweigh the .
advantages. Shown in Figures 4.2 (A & Bl are the remaining
portisns of the county having level slopes. While flat areas are
generally the most susceptible to development pressure, they
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affer some disadvantages, toao. They are generally the best
agricultural lands, often have high water tables, can ‘be located

in floodplains, and can bhave soils ill-suited faor constructian,
However, many of these problems can be overcome by gaod building
practices or technology. Far example, in areas where septic

systems cannot be wused faor seswage disposal because af high
groundwater, extensian af a municipal sswage system wauld solve
the problem. Although extending sewer and water lines to areas
outside cities and towns is naot always economically feasible as
many taxpayers do not want ta shoulder the burden aof paying far
these extensions.

Groundwater

Groundwater concerns can place constraints on development. Many
parts of Gallatin County face limitations For septic waste
dispaosal (see Figure 132, especially Gallatin Valley, where mast
futurse growth will probably ocecur. (Data was callected from a
sample of area wells and used to update this map, which displays
areas in the BGallatin Valley where groundwater reaches ta within
10 Feet of the surface of the ground. The map can be used as a
primary assessment for the suitability of septic tank drainfield
‘nstallations. This map has been comhined with another map which
.lsplays soll type suitability Ffor septic tank installaticn
(Figure 132, p. 45, BlUE& "Ribbon).> The Blue Ribhhon 208 Study
(1973) found that individual septic tamks were not much of a
threat to groundwater yet, but could be if open areas adjacent ta
large one acre laot subdivisions were developed in small tracts.

Because most Ffuture growth in the county is projected to occur in
the Ballatin Valley, it is importanmt from a groundwater perspec-
tive that a recreation plan be coordinated with Ffuture develop-
ment patterns. 0Open space and recreation land adjacent ta higher
density subdivisions in the valley, in addition to their value as
parkland, can also serve to protect the county’'s groundwater
resgurce. Should growth occur as projected, the alternative to

using open space to protect groundwater would be to provide,

central sewage caollection to all the lots. Such anm option would
be very expensive, and would not serve the multiple purposes aof
apen spaces and recreatian areas.

Floodplains are also a disadvantage, or deterrent to development
on land with level slopes. Within Gallatin County there are a
number of defined "flood hazard” areas. Figure 4.3 shouws the
streams having identified "flood hazard” zaones.

Although most of these fload hazard zaones cannot legally be used
For commercial and residential development, they can be used for

2rtain recreational purposes. Such uses 1include, bhut are not
_imited to, parks, galf courses, driving ranges, picnic areas,
boat launching ramps, swimming areas, wildlife and nature

12



preserves, fFish hatcheries, target ranges, hunting and Fishing
areas, along with hiking and horseback trails.

Finally, a factor which is naot a deterrent to development, but a
very impartant inducement, is access and proximity to existing

growth areas. Figure 4.4 gives an indicatiom of areas in thas
County havinmg reasornable access to recreational oppoartunities
already, and within approximately 20 minutes driving time of
Bozeman and Belgrade. The 20 minute Ffigure was arbitrarily

chosen as roughly the areas surrounding Bozeman and Belgrade
which are likely to feel the pressures of residential growth.

When all these inducements and deterrents are put together, the
result shown in Figure 4.5 illustrates the composite potential in
Ballatin County for population growth in the near FfFuture. This
represents the areas where residential development in the county
will have the highest prohability of ogccurring in  the near
fFuture. The significance of this to the Dutdoor Recreation-
Open Space Plan is that it points aut &areas where parklands may
be most nesded in the future. o
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FIG. 4.1 (A)
PUBLIC LANDS IN GALLATIN CCUNTY
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FIG. 4.2(A)
TOPOGRAPHIC
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FIG. 4.3(A)

STREAMS WITH DEFINED FLOOD HAZARD AREAS
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FIG. 4.3(B)
STREAMS WITH DEFINED
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FIG. 4.4
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POTENTIAL FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOFMENT IN GALLATIN COUNTY
FIG. 4.5
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GPEN SPACE

The term “open space” is a phrase which has some meaning far
everyone. All sround there are expressions of what open space is
and mEans to county residents. For example, Montana is known as
the ”Big Sky Country”, an expression Ffor the Ffeeling of open
spacs. When a visitor picks wup a Chamber of Commerce brochure
from any city in Montana, invariably the image being promoted is
one of spaciousness, recreational opportunity, room to grow, and
striking natural beauty. All of these are directly related to the
supply of “open space”. Listing the types of organizations ar
clubhs in Gallatin County uwhich depend on open space further
reveals its importance tao County residents. Some of these
organized open space activities include horseback riding,
hunting, Ffishing, Ffour-wheel driving, motorcuycle riding (trail
and touring), white-water canoceing, hiking, camping, bicycling,
wildlife and environmentzl pressrvation, photography, preserving
ghost towns, collecting rocks, mountzin climbing, snowmcbiling,
cross country skiing and others.

Bath the resident and organizztiaonal survey used for the
development of this plan provided support For the contsntion that
open  space is important to residents of Gallatin County,

especially for recreaticnal uses. DF the top six favorite types
of recreation’ noted in the resident survey, four were depencent
cn public open spaces (picnicking #2, fishing #3, camping #1, and

hurmting ®#EBJ. One finding of the organizational survey was that
crganized recreational groups throughowt the County are very
dependent on undevelogped public lands, or open spacss. In

Gallatin Cowunty, these consist primarily of U.S. Forest Service
lands, shown on figures 4.1 A & B.

DEFINING OPEN SPRCE

Open space can be definsed as any land which is provided ar
preserved for park or recreational purposss, conservation of land
or other natural resources, historic or scenic purpogses, or
assisting in the shaping of the character, direction and time of
caommunity development. The definition includes agricultural
land, parkland, floodways, streambads, water-sheds, and hazardous
building area, including slide areas, fault zones, and steep
slaopes. It also includes both private and public lands.

THE FUNCTIONS OF OPEN SPACE

The functions, or products, of open space can, in turn, be broken
down and considered more specifically as follows:

1. Open space on which resgurce management 1s practiced,
including:

'..-l
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Dpen

Agriculture productian
Timber production
Mimeral production
wildlife productian

Water supply

nreservation

space on which natural resource

practiced, including:

AL
B.
C.

Opan

c.
0.

Open

Wilderness areas
Fish and wildlife refuges or pressrves

Natiognal, states, and local parklands

space which pravides for public safety, including:

Flood caontrol reserves
17 Flood control reservoirs
= designated fFloodplains

Unstahle areas

1> slide areas
20 Fault zones
3) areas tog steep For development

Ficre breaks

Rirport clear path zores

is

space which provides areas for recreatign and parks,

including:

A.
B.
C.
Open

Open

High intensity recreatianal areas
General outdoar recreation
Recreatianal travel

space which provides scenic resgurces.

space an which histaric, cultural,

scientific,

and

educatianal sites are Faund.

Open

",

space which provides For public health,

Areas Faor waste dispaosal
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B. Argas which will improve air guality

In short, open space is a catch-all term which describes the
lands and waters which provide For phuysical and _emotional needs
as individuals and as communities. The functions of open spacs,
im turn, further describe the dependence of pecple on open spacse
resgurces.,

IHE LPDJCAL PICTURE

In Gallatin County, the many functions of open space have been
historically provided by a balance of both private and public
lands; namely: .

1. Crop lands
2. Gfazing lands
3. Private lands unusable because of topcgraphic or physio-

graphical prablems

Y, (Federal and State) lands and parks
To dats, these lands have served ¢the functions of open spacs.
But times are changing. Econcomic pressures are altering the

definition of “unusable” lands. Urban development has begun to
consume the open space resources to which area residents have
become accustomed while most of the private lands which compose
the heart of Gallatin County have become susceptible to the
pressures from develaopment. Even granting +that the wvast Forest
Service holdings surrounding the County will always sxist as open
space -~ this alone will not ensure -that Gallatin County will
continue to have an ogptimum supply of develgped recreational
facilities. It takes both types of land, public and private, to
provide the FfFull spectrum of recreationzl rescurces nesded by a
community.

PUTTING OPEN SPACE TO GOOD USE

It is worthwhile to look more closely at some Fforms of open
space. Crap and grazing lands in Gallatin County are still
plentiful, but farming has Ffallen on hard times. Many farmers
ara splitting their Ffarms into smaller parcels to subsidizs
agricultural operations or to get ocut of Farming altogether. A
depressed sconomy has slowed rural subdivision activity, but ths
parcels have been creatsd, which means the potential Ffar
developmant now exists For all of these subdivided parcels.

15



Gallatin County has a rich agricultural heritage which began with
the first settlers in the valley and its early growth as a farm
trade center. The agricultural tradition is still prevalent
throughout the county evidenced by extensive pasture and fields
along with rustic barns and farmsteads. Thus, farmland adds
significantly to that intangible "quality of life”.
Unfortunately, little thought has been given to the impact of the
break-up and development of these farms an the area’s apen Space
and quality of life.

Although FfFarmland preservation is not the Focus of this plan,
open space associated with agriculture is an important issue
that deserves mention,. Incentives to preserve Farmland
associated with apen space can be offered through land use
planning, farm support programs, tax incentives, and other lard
caonservation programs. There are techniques now available which
can increase a farmer's land value, decrease his development
Costs and preserve large tracts of open space farm land, Several
of these tachniques, including transfer of develapment rights
(TDRs) and canservation easements will be discussed later in the
plan.

Assuming Federal and State land holdings remain caonstant, .(and

Farmland is beyond the scope of this plan), this leaves the
Following categories gf—- land to provide additicnal aopen space
and recreatiaonal land in Gallatin County: 1)land unsuitable far
develaopment because af physical limitations; and Zlcounty
parklands.

Both of these types of land have potential for increasing recresa-
tion opportunities in the county. Extensive acreage in Gallatin
County is Ffaced with develaopment restrictiaons because of
Floodplain hazards. Because these lands are privately owned, they

presently affer little public recreation apportunity. But
through tools such as caonservatiaon esasements, transferablas
development rights, public easements, purchase aof development
rights, and gutright acquisition, these lands could become public
recreational areas. As it now stands, land in floaodplains affers
adjacent landowners views free of homesites and some private
recreatianal opportunities but very Ffew public recreational
Oopportunitiss.

Open Space and Water Guality

Pristine streams and scenery are valuable assets to Montana and

Gallatin Caunty. Praotecting these assets 1s ane goal aof this
plan. Flcadplains, of course, corntain mast of our surface:
waters, reinforcing their value as ogpen space. By curtailing

development in floadplains, castly damage fram floads is naot aonly
prevented, but water quality is also protected in the Following
ways: 1) Imperviaus surfaces, such as roads, driveways, and

17



parking lots ar= limited, thereby reducing the patential for
increased sediment-producing rcuneoff which seriously degrades
surface water quality; and 2)stream-bank vegetation 1is protected
thus preserving a valuabhle buffer against runoff, good caover for
wildlife, and increased food sources for the stream’s fFisheries.
Sinca much of the county’'s soil is porous and subject to rapid
infFiltration, opotential threats to water gquality such as septic
tank drainfields can be removed by requiring an cpen space buffer
between them and stream coursss.

Because of the importance of water guality to Gallatin County,
floodplains should be incorporated in recreation site locations
whenever passible. Mast recreational activities have a minimal
- impact on  water guality, and because of develaopment restrictions
already imposed on floodplzains, potential recreation sites would
not have to compete with development oriented land uses which
drive up the price of available land.

COUNTY FARKS

County—-owned parks are another potentizl source of public

recreatiaon land. The County owns 43 parks (see map? scattered
thraughout the county. They range in size from 1/2 acre to 15
dacres, but most are in the 2-5 acre range. Haowever, many of

these parks, acguired through the subdivisiaon approval process
mandated by state law, have no provision far their desvelopment or
maintenance. Some have besen ogver-run with noxious weeds and
thus cantribute to weed problems on surrgunding properties. The
land dedicated for parks was generally not considered Ffor its
recreational potential. Little thought was given as to what the
parks could he used For or what was nesded. Many aof the adjacent
landouwners claim these parks are theirs and their benmefit as open
space Justifies their existence, even if not develaped. However,
the faollowing reasons are offered to re~think this Jjustification:

1. Space alone may, but does not necessarily constitute
service or opportunity. The visual and functional aspects
of space must be considered when determining the public
benefits of parklands.

c. Open spaces that are not used in & visual or functional
sense may not have a broad constituency and could hbe
difficult to Justify For public acguisition.

3. Open spaces that are used for several purpases, to include
recreation, will have broad public support and are generally
cost-effective expenditures of public funds.

. Open spaces should be viswed as places to enjaoy the basic
qualities of living while also providing the patential for
the positive interaction of people in a public environment.

18



5. FPeaople should identify with open spaces and be encouraged to
participate in their design, develapment, and management.

In short, while some subdivisiaon parks woculd be better left as
undeveloped open space, most of the County’s subdivision parks
must bBbBe put to the best use for maximum public benefit.
Determining this best wuse is aone of the main gobjects af the
recreation planning process and a driving force behind this plan.

The Cowunty, under state law, can sell or exchange parks, as lang
as the maney generated or land received is used for recreation
purposes identified in a recreation plan. These scattered county
subdivision parks, therefore, represent a2 valuable resaource tgo be
used to meet identified county recreation needs. '

In summary, lands in floodplains and undeveloped subdivisian
parks should be incorparated to pravide the maximum recreation
gpportunities for County residents. The Ffollowing steps are

suggested ta accomplish this:

1. Existing subdivision parks have besn evaluated accarding to
specific criteria C(Appendix 0 - sale and -‘exchange of
parklands) and a specific acticon has been proposed far each
bazsed an the results of this evaluation. If the evaluation
produced a8 numeric score  less thanm  the minimum, then that
park was reviewed and considered for sale or exchange at a
public hearing.

2. Future subdivision parks shauld be measured against similar
criteria so that consistency is mainmtained faor all county
parks.

3. When applicable, parks will be either located in ar adjacent
to floodplain-designated land (this would assure contiguous
gpen space tg recreation areas). Also, tonls such as

canservation easements and TOR's should be developed and
exercised +to both preserve oaopen space, and pravide more
rzcreation opportunities.

This section has painted out that open space 1is a mast valuable
resgurce ta residents af Gallatin Caunty. There are indeed many
Formal and informal expressians of its importance all arcund.
The r=zcreatiaon plan has described, defined and inventoried
Gallatin County’s open space rescurces. [his informatian can now
be used to determire policy opticons Ffor the aptimum use of the
open space resaurces af the county.
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POLICY ALTERNATIVES AND PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Implementation Strategies

The plan provides us with many facts and general information
about BGzallatin County, especially those pertaining to recreation.
It also explores various tools which could be used to meet
coutdoor recreation needs. An attempt is made here to combine the
major facts and characteristics learned about Gallatin County
with the major recreation needs identified in the survey, and
match potential solutions to these needs and characteristics.

The most pressing needs identified in the Gallatin County
Recreation Survey of 1386 included the following:

1) Mors open space in the Form of linear and develaoped i
parks;

2) Maore generzl recreation areas;

3) More cross-country ski trails;

%) Additiognal accesses to public lands;

S) More fishing accesses;

B) More bzll fields;

Examples of solutions that could meet thess needs include:

1) Establishing a2 park district(s);

£2) Establishing criteria for accepting and lccafing new
county subdivision parks which could not only add new

parkland but also create more public lands access;

33 Using cash-in~lieu af parkland Funds For new ballfFields
and/or a new multi-purpose county park;

%) Selling some of the undeveloped subdivisicn parklands.

Because subdivision activity has declined in recent years,
developing criteria for accepting new subdivision parks will help
meet recreation and open space objlectives, but will not be
enough. More aoptions need to be cansidered to meet the broad
range of recreation and open spaces desires.

One method that has heen wused successfully in other communities
tg preserve open space resources i1s  Iransfer of Develaopment
Rights (TORY. TOR is =a land preservation technigque whereby
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develapment rights for a parcel of land in a presercvatian
distcict are caonveyed by deed, easesment, ar aother legal
instrument autharized by local law, ta another parcel aof land in
a receiving district ar develapment district and the recordation
of that canveygance amang the land records of the county. The TOR
cancept shifts the potential for development Ffrom Farmlands and
gpen space lands to those lands more suited For development,
This technique has been employed by Bridger Canyon residents in
an attempt to preserve open space 1n  that area aof Gallatin
Caunty.

The value of a TOR program lies in the fact that it preserves
envirgnmentally and recreationally impartant apen spaces while
providing equitabla campensatian toc the landowner. Anather
impartant feature of TOR is that the costs to the taxpayer ars
negligible hecause development rights are purchased hy private
sector developers and not the local government,

Although TOR's will not solve the most pressing recreational
needs of the county, they should be investigated as salutions nat
only ta preserve racreation and gpen spaces, but alsa as a means
tao preserve the agricultural anmd rural character af the Gallatin
Valley.

Conservation Easements are another means of presserving gpen space
and protecting environmentally sensitive lands. This land
canservatiaon techrnique 1is a politically attractive means aof
preserving Open space resgurces because it involves na actual
casts to the public. A conservation easement is a right given ta
a gavernment agency aor gqualified private arganization by a
landowner, to prevent certain wuses of the land without actually
canveying the title ar right aof possessian. All other rights of
cunership except those granted by the easement are retained by
the ocwner. Conservation easements are enfarceable under
Montama’s Open Space Land and Conservation Easement Act.
Preserving ecologically sensitive lanmds 1is not the only benefit
aof comnservatian easements, as they alsc afford the landowner tax
advantages in the form of income tax deductions and low property
assessments.

Recently in BGallatin County, a Bridger Canyon landowner entered a
large parcel af land into a conservation easement to preserve it
as apen space and wildlife habhitat. Nevertheless, it remains to
he seen whether conservation easements will be a caommanly used
method of land preservation in Gallatin County, aor for that
matter, the State of Mantana.

After considering open space and Ffarmland preservation, this
leaves the sglutions of creating pack districts, adepting park
develaopment criteria, and selling undeveloped subdivision parks
as the maost warkable soclutions given the county’s situation.



Spending cash-in-lieu Ffunds could work to meet some aof the
racreation needs under certain conditians. Expending all of the
county's cash-in-lieu furmds o©n the purchase of a site Ffor a
multi-purpose recreation complex is a possibility but this would
likely exhaust the entire park fund anmd leave no funds for other
recreation needs, such as develaping subdivision parks.

A multi-purpose ballfield complex, Judging from examples in
Billings, Bozeman and Missoula, could cost anywhere from $10,000
to $20,000 per year in ogperation and maintenance expenses.
Unless provisions uwere made to insure funding for these annual
expenses, the multi-purpose complex may not be a viable option,

Assessing user groups would help fund operating costs for such a
fFacility, but might not be enough. Therefore, expending county
park funds or a multi-purpose site would appear to be a feasible
goption if provisions werz made for maintenance costs.

RPN

County Park Districts

Regardless of what altermative means are chosean to solve Gallatin
County's recreation needs, one thing 1is Ffor certain~—-they zll
require some degres of Ffinancial commitment by the county. But
with cutbacks in the county budget due to a depressed econamy and
the freezing of property taxes, new taxes to fund recrsEztion are
not likely to be imposecd aon taxpayers at this time by county
officials.

Caonsequently, the formation of a county park district may provide
a partial answer to the funding dilemma. A county park district
would allow the registered voters in the county to decide if they
wanted to tax themselves to fund their recreation needs.

In 1885, the Montanz legislature passed a law enabling counties
to create county park districts. The prevailling thought was
that sinmce many counties had no recreation departments or
budgets, raising taxes county-wide for recreation purposes would

be unacceptable. In many counties of the state only certain
portions of the population in a concentrated area  would use a
park. Creation of a county park district enables park users in

certein areas of a county to tax themselves, if they so dssirs,
in order to support their recreation activities.

Any oaor all part(s) of a county, not necessarily contiguous
parts, may be proposed Ffor a park district either by resolution
of the County Commissioners or by petition of 15% of the
qualified electors of the proposed park district. IF such =
r=solution or petition is adopted, it then goes to a vote of
those residents within the proposed district's boundaries. The
County Commission then sets a mill levy, which carmnot exceed the
maximum allowed by state law, which appears on the ballot. IF
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the district is created, the park district commissioners, who are

elected by the qualified eslectors in +the district, then
determine on an annual basis how much money the park district
must have based on a budget they must prepare. Then the local

governing body assesses a mill levy, up to the maximum number of
mills allowsad by the voters, tao Ffund the agperation af the park
district.

A county park district and its elected commissioners have several
powars. The commissionmers are authorized to issue bonds, assess a
mill levy property tax, and borrow maney. They can also aperate,
maintain and administer parkland in the district. They can
charge user fees, contract Ffor maintenance or repairs, and
purchase land and equipment. They can hire people and adopt
rules for parks and facilities in their Jurisdiction. In sum, =
county district has the authority to manage parks and fFacilities
in their Jurisdiction. Given the present lack of a county
recreation program or budget, a park district would remove hath
funding and administration responsibilities from the County
Cammission.

The County’s limited recreation budget and 1limited Ffunds from
other sources such as user fees, subdivision park sales and cash-
‘n=lieu funds, does naot allow many alternatives ta Ffund

ecreation needs. A Countu-initiated Board of Park Commissioners
with an across—the—-board county tax increase waould likely be
unacceptable to county taxpayers. But the demand For incraasesd
recreation opportunities still persists. The creation of a self-
taxing county park district, supplemented with other Ffunding
sogurces, 1s one potential way of satisfying recreational demands
in a fiscally sgund and fair manner.

Any or 2all subdivisions with county dedicated subdivision parks
(or that made cash—in-lieu payments) could he included in a park
district. Thess areas contain the county’s current and projectesd
population concentrations, and as revealed by the recrsation
survey, sSgem to have the greatest demand for more recreation
Facilities. It could be laft wup tao the Park District’s
Commissioners on how to charga Fees for recreation users. It
must be remembersd that the park would be for public benefit and
wowuld have to receive supplemental funding Ffrom other scurces.
Many county residents wuse Balgrade and Bozeman recrgatian
services and those residents’ use of a park district’'s facility
could be considered a reciprocal arrangement.

IF the County Commission adopted a2 resolution to create a county
park district, it is suggested that the district’s purpose bs
to:

) provide far the development and maintenance of recreation

.acilities;
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2) provida funding for the develcpment and maintsnance of the
county owned subdivision parks within the district. (Sea
appendix D for suggested criteria to establish the eligibility
for such funds).

Recreation Policy Rlternatives

In addition to the implementation strategies already descrihed,
there are other alternatives -that should be considered. The
focllowing list summarizes these alternatives:

1. ADOPT CRITERIA FOR FUTURE SUBDIUVISION PARKS. Such criteria
would take into consideration the nesd for maore public
accesses to fishing spots, protection of enviraonmentally
sensitive areas such as streams, wetlands, grounduwatar
resource areas, location on floodplains and other concepts
brought out in this plan. The criteria wculd also provide
for the exact location, development and maintenance of the
park (ses Appendix E on accepting dedicated parklands
criterial.,

2. ADOPT RULES FDR CDOUNTY PARK LUSE. Presently, there are no
rules governing use of parklands dedicated to the public.
In the absence of a development and management plan, the
county should adopt rules governing park use until such time

that specific plans ares formulated. These rules should
assure orderly park use and compatibility with surrounding
land uses (see Appendix §). To assure that thess rules are

enforced, certain park uses should require permits.

3. CREATE A MULTI-PURPOSE COUNTY PARK, Based on the
recreation survey and documentsd public regquests the past
few years, a multi-purpose park could go a2 long way toward
meeting county recreation demands. Youth soccer and adult
softball represent approximately 2000 people, and these
activities need more playing space. In addition, many
county residents have expressed a desire for more cross-
country ski trails, fishing accesses, and picnic areas. A
park site study committes determined that a 60 acre site
would best satisfy these active and passive racreatiagn

needs. Cash-in—-lieu Ffunds, in combination with other
sources such as county bonds and/or grants and loans, couwld
be wused to purchase the park site. (See Appendix F for

criteria adopted 83/16/7868 for site selection of county
recreation facility.)d

4, CREATE A COUNTY PARK DOISTRICT. County recreation facilities
would cost money to develop and operate. Many of the
county’s subdivision parks are wesd-infasted vacant lots.

The formation of a county park district could help addrass
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these cancerns. Alsog, subdivisions containing parkland
could be included in the district, and by satisfying
established criteria cauld qualify for park district funds.
Another portion of available FfFunds could go toward Futurse
develaopmant and continued maintenance of county parks.
County recrasational facilities should not be purchasad
unless funds Ffor operation and maintenance are assured. A
park district that included the entire county, with
commissignars represgnting both the incorporated and
unincorpaorated arseas, would serve to pramote a coordinated
recreation planning effort between the cities and rural
Jurisdictions of the county.

AO00PT CRITERIA FOR CASH-IN-LIEU DR PARKLAND DEDICATION. Any
proposed subdivision park that scores lower than 70 points
in total rating points based on evaluation guidelinss
adopted should not be accepted. (Appendix EJ. Cash-in-
lieu of parkland funds should be required. Parks that scors
between 70 and 108 in total park rating points but score 'S’
in ’Proximity to Other Recresation Areas’ and ’'2’ or less in
'Need’ should not be accepted. Cash-in-lieu of parkland
fFunds should be required.

These criteria should be considered as additional guides to
the parkland requiremsnts listed im the Gallatin County
Subdivision Regulations. They are hased an Findings in thas
recreation plan and are designed to assist in the plan’'s
implementation.

ADCPT CRITERIA FOR DISBURSEMENT OF CASH-IN-LIEU OF PARKLAND

FUNDS. IfF, in the opinion of the governing bady, cash-in-
lieu funds would be more desireable than parkland in
satisfying the subdivision parkland requirement, a
defensible method for disbursement of these funds should be
develaped. The criteria might 1include a portion for
competitive subdivision park development projects, and a
- percentage for ather recreation needs such as land
acquisition, personnel, and equipment purchasea. (See

Appendix L)

ACTIVELY SEEXK RECREATION GRANTS. Becausa tha cash-in-lisu
Fund will probably not generate significant revenus due to
the slowdown in subdivision activity, and other revenue

sogurces will not be adequate, the county should pursue all
avallable recreation grant paossibilities. At this writing,
there has been an active push to renew and increase the
Land, Water and Canservation Fund (LWCF), which is a Federal
grant program administered by the Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks. HMontana Power, Mountain Bell and
aother private corparations also have FfFoundatian grant
pragrams which make recrsational grants. These sources
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should be investigated fully. Recreatiocn projects that
serve tha widest variety of county residents will receive
the most Favorable response from these programs.

SELL OR EXCHANGE CERTRIN COUNTY SUBDIVISION PARKS. (Criteria
adopted September 3, 1886.) (See Appendix D) Although the
suggested critaria for accepting new subdivision parks will
help prevent the proliferation of weed praoblems, many
existing subdivision parks have no pravisions Ffar
development or maintenance. Residents of these subdivisions
should ba given an opportunity to assume responsibllity For
their parks. If they choose otherwise, or do not ganerate
an acceptablse plan, then these parklands should be reviswed
For possible sale or exchange, and the Ffunds generated
applied to other recreational nesds. The subdivisions which
have been revieswed by the County for sals or exchange to

this date are the Following:
\. .

) :
:’—Uafleg Uista
Ranch
<—Eilpver Meadows
<-Sprimghill Park
<LCimarron No. 1 znd No. 2
-Sunsat Heights
Elk
“—Nodgman Canyon
Parkvisw West
Davis
“<—First Pine VUiesw
Arrowlealf Hills #3

After having reviewed each 0ofF these parks Ffor sale or
exchange, and holding public hearings on the matter, the
County Commissioners have decided to sell or sxchanges the
Following parks: Springhill, UValley Uista, and Clover
Mzadouws. The homeouwners associatians in Hodgeman Canygon,

. Davis, Parkview uWest and Ranch Subdivisions have pledged to
submit development plans for their parks. If they adhere to
their park plan and schedula, their parks will not be sold
or exchanged. The remainder of those parks that were
revieswed will remain in County ownership as decided by the
Commission.

HOMEQWNERS ASSOCIATION PARKS There are presently 13
subdivision parks in Gellatin County dedicated to various
homeownars associations. These parklands total 133 acres
but remain almaost totzally undeveloped. The County should
gncourage these associations to plan, develaop, and maintain
their respective parks. County park fund money should be
made availlahle to those associaticns based on  the
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10.

11.

L2,

13.

develaopment criteria established in this plan. (ses
Appendix EJ

ESTABLISH POLICY FOR BIKE PATHS/PURSUE ACAUISITION AND
DEVELQOPHENT OF LINEAR PARKS. The need for more bike paths
has been well documanted in the Gallatin County Recresation
Survey. New secondary road projacts and any fFederal or
state highway praojects should corntain bike lanaes. This
project could be coordinated with amy bike trails or rautes
that the cities of Bozeman and Belgrade might develap.
Also, thae abandoned Milwaukee Railroad Right of Way, which
runs the width of BGallatin Valley and south of Bozeman,
could be investigated as a possible linear park or hike
route. The same cauld be done for the "Scurdough Trail”,
which could connect Bozeman with the public lands (Gallatin
Naticnal Forest) to the scuth.

ACQUIRE AND DEVELOP NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS IN FOUR CORNERS

The populaticon growth in the Four Corners srea has creatad a
new demand For developed park facilities there. The 1373
Gallatin County Recrzatiaon Flan initially identified this
area as being in need of mare parks amd it appaars that the
area’'s demand for park fFacilities still persists.

ACQUIRE ANOD DEVELOP PARKS SOUTHWEST OF BELGRAOE.

This is another ar=sa that was identified inm the 1373 plan as
being in need of maors park Ffacilities. This aresa should
also be examined for potential park sites and facilities.

ACQUIRE AND PRESERUE LANDS, ESPECIALLY DURING THE SUB-
DIVISION REVUIEW PROCESS, WHICH:

1. are naturally sensitive to environmental disturbances
(such as streams, wetlands, ridge—-lines, slide areas,
wildlifFe hahkitat, groundwater recharge areas, stc.,3 and
are important to the scenic character of the arsa, could
be used Ffaor linear parks, or are essential to
preservatian of any local natural resource;

2. could he used as natural study areas;

3. are impartant to the cultural or historic heritage of the
County. The Bozeman Arsa Park Waork Plan (Bozeman City-
County Planning Dept.,13975) identified six sites in
Gallatin County as having historic significance:

Madisan Buffala Jump

Three Forks aof the nMissguril

Crows and Coultsr Battle the Blackfast
Fart Ellis

Wy
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14,

15.

1B.

17.

i8.

5. Gellatin City
8. Henry's Fart

The first two sites are an the National Register of Histaric
Plzces, while the remaining four have rnot been developed as
yet.

ENCOURAGE PARKLAND DEDICATIONS THAT ARE ADJACENT TO PUBLIC
LANDS . Lands that are adjacent to public lands are well
suited Ffor public parks mainly because these areas would
allow increased access to the many public lands in the
County. Increased access to public lands was identified hy
county residents in the Gallatin Countyu Recreation Survey as
ane af the mast pressing recreation needs facing the county
at thes present time.-

ASSIST IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A HMANMHATTAN/BELGRADE SWIMMING

FACILITY. The recreation survey revealed that residents in
these areas desired more swimming gpprortunities. This
Finding should he verified with more intensive investigation
and, ifF accurates, a3 portion af County Park District Funds
should be used for this purpose.

USE & PORTION 0OF THE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS FOR MULTI-
PURPCESE PLAYING FIELDS (adaopted Janusry 31, 188370,

Basec on the recreation survey and documented public
requests the past Few years, the supply of additional multi-
purpos2 ballfields would satisfy many recrezatiaon demands.
Youth soccer and the Bozeman bassball organization represent
approaximately 1500 people, and these activities need playing
spacse. The County Fairgrounds contains azdeguate acreage far
additional ballfields and several user groups have expressed
interest in this site. Cash-in-lieu funds, in combination
with other sources such as grants and USEr group
contributions, could be used to develap the fields.

AO0PT A POLICY FOR LEASING COUNTY PARKLANOS. Gallatin
County has leased parks in the past and should adhere tao
state law on future leases w©f these lands. Appendix H
gutlines a swuggested procedure and policy faor these leases.

IDENTIFY COUNTY DWNED PARKS. Prepare a directory of all
caunty owned parks, including =& locatiornal map. For
start=ars, sign each park and mark 1ts boundaries to identify
arnd delineate it. Once identiFied, the parks will more
lik=ly be wused and may lead to FfFurther development by
adjacent citizens.
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Alternative Funding Saurces

Since Gallatin County has a limited amount of maney available in

the Park Fund ($43,000), it stands to reason that alternate
sources of Funding must be explored to provide faor the
acquilsition, expansion, development and maintenance of County
recreation facilities. The following is & list of recommended

funding options which should be explored:

1. Foundaticns and Trusts. One Form of providing the needed
-manies Far recreation development is the formation of a trust or
Foundatian. A trust ogr foundation is a public mnon-profit

organization which is nat publicly fFunded and has been Formed to
maintain or aid activities which henefit the gsneral public.
Such Foundations or trusts can play 2 role in the acquisition and
development of recreatiaon facilities. The County may want to
encourage the Fformation of an organizatiaon alang the lines of a
Gallatin County Park anrnd Recreatian Faoundation which cauld be ane
way to stimulate community participation in the planning and
development aof County recreation projects and defray costs ta the
taxpauers.

2. Coordination with State and Federal Park and Recreation
Prcgrams. Ceoordinating local (County) effarts with State and
Federal programs to provide Ffor recreation needs can be

mutually beneficial For all levels of government and the genesral
public. For example, the Federal Recreation and Purpases Act
allows some public lands ta be canveyed to the County ar other
authorized agency ¢to be wused for public purposes such as public

parks. In addition, the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
allcws the County to acquire specific public lands if “they will
serve lmpartant public objectives.” These lands potentially

cauld be saold or exchanged to obtain more desirable lands for
recreatian,

3. Cash-in-lieu dedicatigns. Section 6 F.Mt3 of the Gallatin
County Subdivisian Regulations allows the County to accept cash-
in-lieu of parkland dedicatian equal to the fair market value of
the amcunt aof land that would have been dedicated. This is
essentially the way maney has accumulated in the Caounty Park
Fund. However, since majar activity bhas slowed almast tao a
standstill in the County, this is presently not a dependable
source cf revenue and ather fFunding sources should be emphasized.

t. Canservation Bgnds and [Oistricts. The County has the
autharity to initiate band issues to raise caplital fFar purchasing
canservatian and park lands. However, such bands must first he

appraved by a majority of County electors. The County can alsg



create park and open space districts to administer and raise
rgvenues for recreation facilities in their district.

5. User Fees. User fees are becoming increasingly popular as a
means to fund recreation needs mainly due to cutbacks in budgets
at all levels of government. They appear to be a fairly

egquitable soclution to partial recreation funding because they
assess the direct users of a particular recreation facility and
not the public at large.

B. Uclunteers. The County should do everything they can to
encourage and promote the use of volunteer time, labor and money
to assist in developing new recreation resources. R racent
example of a large volunteer effort from county residents is the
new East Ballatin State Park which is owned by the State, but is
being developed through donated money and volunteer labor.,
Uolunteers not only help defray costs to the public, but they
also help improve the attractiveness and beawvty of the community
by creating new parks and Ffacllities that can be enjoyed by
residents and visitors alike. :

7. Brants. Grants have been a traditicnal source of funding for
public recreation projects but they are becoming more and more
competitive all the time. Grant sources include the land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) administersd by the State Fish,
Wildlife and Parks Department, State Cagonservation District
Revenus Funds and UWater Development and Rernewable Resources
grants. Since many grant sources such as the LWCF, the National
Park Service, and the Federal Highway Administration are falling
to the budget axe, it behooves +the County to seek more grants
From private foundations and individuals. These could include
such corporate foundations as Mountain Bell, Burlington Northern,
and possibly, U.5. West.
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APPENDIX A
COMPARISON OF RECOMMENDED PARK STANDARDS




APPLNDTX

COMPARTSOM OF RECOMMEMDED PARK STANDARDS
RECORMENDED
RECOHMEND, T SIZE® NCRES/1000_population®

I

SQUICE ks parks parks naiion

parks

SERVICE AREA

MoTeslehood  Community  eighborhood” Comsmuitt ty Ne1ghbornood Comnunity

narks

Extension Snrvicc of

Micssiceippi State

University, Info.

sheet #3539 7 25.to 40 3.5 I

N.A,

Park & Bucrcation
Element, City of :
San Mataen. Calif. 1973 1-12 10 to 30 - 4.0 2000

i 1 mi.
1
Village of Littla
Chute, Parl & Recrea-
tion Pian, fox Valloy
Counci! oi lovt's, ,
Micc. 507" 3-5 25 to 50 M.A. M.A. Lo, 13 mi
Open Spaece and Con-
servation [Tament of
the Maonle farie Geporval '
Plan, Carif., 1273 5-20 N.A. 2.5 NUA. Lo i, M.A.
wchead COU]T] rulblic
Parks & CQuidoor Beayna- :
tion, Montona, 147H 6-12 20 to 100 2.5 2.5 omi. 15103 mi.
Bozaman .nt‘ & Recrecation
Inventory & doris Plan,
Cozecmion, MT, 1576 2.5-10 10+acres 2.0 2.5 homi NoA.
Gaitlatin Counly Outdoor
Recreation & QOpen
Snacc Mcn, Montana, .
197¢ 7+ ac. 20-30 3.5 1.5 o, 1kto?2 mi.

2.2

(@3]
f
(en]

AVERAGE 2.6-10.4 18.3-50

Yo,

1%to2 mi.

1

cred ina community ig 10 acres/1000 population.

MOTC: A comnonly soon and nationally accepted standard for toial developed parkland
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APPENDIX B

T0: GALLATIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS "

FROM: BILL MURDOCK, SUBDIVISION REUIEW OFFICE

DATE: APRIL 21, 1387

RE: LAND, WATER, CONSERVATION FUND SURUVEY RESULTS SUMMARY

fAttached is =2 copy of the completed survey I conducted Far tha
purpose of applyinmg for funds For a county multi-purpose park.
The survey consists of two hundred (200) responses from heads of
households chosen randomly in  the phonsbook throughout Gallatin

County. The survey method is accurate to within ten percent
(10%) of the responses of every county resident, if they were all
tabulated.

I have summarized the results with =2 brief narrative of the
response to sach guestion in the survey:

QUESTION 1. Walking fFor pleasure, pienicking, fishing and
camping wers ths activities with the highest county participation
rates, in that order. BE3% said that they or members of their
household played football, socccer, baseball or safthball.

LQUESTION 2. Most respondents were satisfied with the supply of
gutdoor recreation opportunities in Gallatin County. Thosz whno
were not satisfied gave swimming and softhall as the two (2)

activities in shortest supply.

QUESTION 3. When asked which ONE cutdoor recreation activity

they felt was in the greatest nzed, 140 peopls gave 33 diffesrant
answers. BEO respondents could not think of an answer. Softball
Fields, bicycle trails, swimming Ffacilities, access to public

lands, cross country ski trails and parks, in that order, wers
given as the gne activity in gre=atest need of more Facilities or

opportunities.

QUESTION 4. BB% of those surveyed either didn’t know or felt
that additional parks should be evenly distributed between active

and passive recreation.

QUESTIDN 5. When asked what ONE kind of outdoor recreation
area their household would prefer, if the county had the funds,
21 didn’t know and the remaining 179 gave 47 reguests. Swimming
pools were the most requested, with most reguesting this from
Belgrade and Manhattan. Linmear parks and parks, fishing



accesses, open space, and soccer and saftball Fields, in that
crder, weres the remaining most regquested areas.

QUESTION B. This was the gptiaonal Gallatin County guestion
regarding the sale or exchange af county parcks. 74.5% of the
respondents Ffavaored selling or exchanging undevloped parks
provided that any funds generated would be used Ffor recreatiaon
pUCpOsSEes. 21% opposed selling subdivisian parks and 4.5% were
undecided. Mast respandents were unaware that the county had the
authority to sell parks.

QUESTIDON 7. 39% of thaose surveyed felt that zadequate
gpportunities existed in the county Ffor children, elderly and
handicapped. 30% felt these opportunities were inadequate. HMost
af the elderly respondents Ffelt recreational opportunities
plentiful far their group. 23% Ffelt that opportunities For the
handicapped ars inadequats.

QUESTION B=. When asked what thsy perceived as the single
greatest outdoor recreation concern ar problem facing Gallatin
County today, respondents gave a wide range of responses. Lack
af Funding €(15%) was given most aoften. A group of concsrns (see
survey results) that could be addressed by a multi-purpose park
was the next largest category at 10%.

QUESTION Bb. Lack of maney and access to public lands uwere
given as the two (2) greatest outdoor recreation concerns Facing
the stats of Montana by the mast respandents.

QUESTION 9. The average household size of those surveyed was
3.56 people per household, and the average age of the head of the
house was 37.8. BO% of the respandents were female. The survey
calls were made during the day; this would account far the largs
percentage of females respandents and the larger than-average
household siz=,

GENERAL OBSERUATIONS

The phone number prefixes gave a clue as to where in the county
those surveysd lived. "388" (Belgrade) and ”284” (Manhattan)
numbers generally wanted swimming pools and ballfields. »783”
(Gateway) falks weres generally satisfied with recreation
oppartunities. "99%” (Big Sky) paaplse desired more golf and
fishing access. ’285” (Three Farksl) and "BH%EB8” (West Yellowstone)
respondents were generally satisfie=d and 7587-8" (Bozeman)
numbers gave a whgle range aof desires for mare recreatiognal



opportunities. Almast =a2ll older peaple thraughout the county
declined to participate.

Of the activities given as those in greatest need or identified
on a “wish list” for more facilities or apportunities, severzal
are beyond the capabilities of the cournty; i.e. moare hunting on
privata lands, motorized vehicle issues on federal land, better
maintained trails on federal land, more downhill ski facilities,
and other similar caoncerns. Activities that are within the scope
of county authority and listed most often ara:

*more Fishing spots;

*hetter access to public lands;

*mare swimming facilities;

*more craoss country ski trails;

*more soccer, basehall and softbhall Fields; and,

*more gpen space, parks and linear parks.
e



APPENDIX C
POLICY FOR DISBURSING PAPK FUNDOS

I. POLICY

The county park Fund has a balance of $60,25% as aof October 31,
13989. The balance derives from subdivision cash corntributions as
required by HMantana law and accumulated interest, which accrues
at approximately B% annually.

Gallatin County has the authority to expend park Ffunds far the
initial development o©of parks and playgrounds (76-3-B806¢(2) and 7-
16-4101 et seg. M.C.A.). This authority also allows it to set
policy Far how these funds are expended.

The cash-in-lieu of parklands Ffund should be kept at a minimum
balance of $50,000. Surplus funds above this amount should be
distributed twice a year in March and September, according ta the
criteria listed below. Public notice to disburse the funds will
be given two months priar to the two annual distribution dates,
and applications must be submitted inm acceptable form one month
prior tgo those dates ta the Gallatin County Subdivision Review

OFfice. The park and recreation proposals will be evaluated
based an the listed criteria, and prcposals scoring highest will
qualify first for county park Funds. Disbursement of parkfund

monies will be limited to county praperty or decicated parklands.

The County reserves the right to otherwise expend park Funds in a
manner cansistent with the goals and identified nesds in this

1lan, Under circumstances deemed special by the County
Ccmmissicn, the Fund balance could be reduced belaow $50,000. Any
expenditurs af cash-in-liesu Funds will Ffallow the abave

disbursement dates and notice praocedurs.,
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EUALUATION GUIDELINES FOR PARK DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

FINANCIAL FACTORS

a.

Cost of Proposal. The total dollar cost of the
project is impartant. The percentage of the propo-~-
sal’'s request of the total recreation funds to be
disbursed is also important.

Availability of Matching Funds. It is required that
area residents demonstrate their commitment with at
least some matching funds. It is alsa important that
other sources be contacted about paossible funding,
including grants.

Maintenance. The cost of annual maintenance needed
by the project and provisions for its funding need to
be considered.

User Fess. Some park developmentis could require user
feess. The range of these fees and their impact on

use is very important,

FACTORS
Estimat=d Number of Users. The develcpment should
not wunduly exclude large percentages of potential
users. The more people it is designed to serve and

the mores who use it, the better.

Kecreation Plan Needs. Ideally, the development
should satisfy a need identified in the master plan.
IF it does not, then sufficient documentation should
be provided to assure its need and use.

Proximity to Other Parks, The project should
compliment other adjacent park uses; duplication
would be undesirable unless the need for duplication
has been established.

Praoximity to Public lands and/or Riparian Areas.
More public larnds access has been identified as a
recreation need in the county. Also, it is important
to give priority to preserving riparian areas such as
rivers, lakes, wetlands and important groundwater
recharge areas.




Canflict with Other Park Uses. It is preferred that
the project will noct cdetract fram, or create
canflicts with, activities or uses already in place
at the park.

ORGANIZATION FACTORS

3.

Homeowners QOrganized. It 1is essential that the
subdivisian hameaquwners have an active, viaghle
association with writtemn covenants to ensure the
project’'s success including funding and maintenance.
An indication that many homeowners would personally
assist the park develocpment project is straongly
desirablex

Park Develaopment Plan. It is alsa highly desirable
that a park project he part of a park plan. The plan
should be written and include a site plan and map

which shows the locaticn and design of propased park
Facilities and develaopments.

Weed Contral Plan. Any develaopment must assure that
naxious weeds will bBbe controlled and that the
development will not contribute to the county’'s weed
problem,

Previpus Submittal. Develaopment prapasals that have
met minimum rating requirements in previous years
should be weighed Favorably if they were turned down
because af insufficient Ffurding and have Dbeen
resubmitted.

Caunty Propertcu. The development prapasal should be
located aon either county ocwned property, dedicated ta
the public, aor dedicat=d homeouwuners association
praoperty.

GUIDELINES FOR AWARDOING POINTS FOR SUBOIVISION PARK
DEVELQPMENT PROPQOSAL

S points Excellent

% points Above Average
3 points Average

2 points Belou Average
1l point Paoar

FINANCIAL FACTOR

a.

Cost _of Proposal 5 points - Low caost to county and
asking for a low percentage aof total dollars
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availahle. 1 paoint - High cost tao county and high
percentage of total dollars available.

pAvailability of Matching Funds S points - Ereatér
than 75% of project funding pravided by homeguwners
association or other non-county sources. Y paints-

B65-75% of Funding provided by non-county saources.

3 points = 50-B5% aof funding provided by nan-county
sources. 2 points =~ 25-50% of funding provided by
nan—-county sources. 1 point - less than 25% of
funding supplied by naon-county saources.

Mzintenance 5 points - VUery minimal annual mainten-
ance costs. 1 point - High or significant annual
maintenance costs where the ability to Fund them is
gquestionable.

User Fees S points - Mo user fees. 1 point -
Substantial user fees that  would exclude a signifi-
cant partion of the area residents. '

USE FACTORS

Mumber of Ussrs 5 paints - Project sarves most of
the area residents. 1 point - ProJect excludes
current users and only serves a small fraction of
area residents.

Recreatiagn Plan  Neads S points - Project satisfies
a need given high priority in the recreation plan. 1
point = Little documentation available to demonstrate
meed far the project.

Proximity to Other Parks 5 points - Praolject is
close to other camplementary recreation develaopments,
1 point - Complementary recreatian develcopments too

far away ta be helpful.

Proximity to Publigc Lands and/or Eiparian Areas.,

S points — ProJect is adjacemnt to public land which
is capable of providing Ffor recreational use or is
adjacent to or within close proximity of a riparian
area. 1 point - Project 1is too distant from these
areas to be of any practical value.

Conflict With Other Park LUses S5 npoints - Project
adds to ogther park uses, 1 point - Project would
eliminate already existing park uses.
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ORGANIZATION FACTORS

a.

Homeguners Ocganized 5 points - Active hdmeomner’s
association with high percentage cf membership
committed to seeing the project through; 1l paint -

Homeouwners disorganized ar nat in agreement an park
praject. ‘

Park Develaopment and Maintenance Plan 5 paints -
Clear, concise development and maintenance plan
including a timetable, anmnual maintenance casts and
well designed site plan with graphics. 1 point - No
plan, mo drawings available.

Weed Cantrgl Plan 5 points - Concise, clear weed
control strategy. 1 point = Little attention given
to weed control.

Previgus Submittal 5 points - Previous submittal
scored very high but not enough maney in the fFund. 1
point - Previous submittal scared poarly an ratings
points, ar not previously submitted.

County Property 5 points - Propased submittal is
located on county property, or dedicated to
homeowner’'s associatian., 1 paint - Submittal located

an private property net dedicated ta  homeoguners
associatiaon.



NAME ACRES_

T R

DATE EVALUATED

SECTION_

BY

GENERAL
COMMENTS

SUBDIVISION FARK DEVELOPMENT
POINTS),

FINANCIAL FACTOR TOTAL
USE FACTOR TOTAL

ORGANIZATION TOTAL

FINANCIAL FACTORS

. _C0sT OF PROPOSAL
__AURILABILITY MATCHING FUMNDS
___  _MAINTENANCE
. _USER FEES
TOTAL

USE FACTORS

NUMBER OF USERS

. RECREATIOM PLAN NEEDS

__PROXIMITY TO OTHER PARKS

PROPOSAL EATING (TOTAL

DEVELOPMENT RATING POINTS:

5 POINTS EXCELLENT

4 POINTS ABOVE AVERAGE
3 PFOINTS AUVERAGE

2 POINTS BEL OW AUVERAGE
1 POINT POOR

The following categories
will determine the rough
value of the subdivision
park development praposal:

Below 25 Paoor

£s - 30 Below Average
3L - 40 Average

41 - 50 Gaocd

51 - 53 Very Good

860 and abave Excellent

Proposals must score 31
points or more to he
eligible fFor County park
funds.

PROXIMITY TO PUBLIC LANMIDS AND/OE RIPARIAN AREAS

__CONFLICT WITH OTHER PARK USES

_roTaAL
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ORGANIZATION FACTORES

HOMEQWNERS ORGANIZED

PARK DOFJELOFPMENT PLAN

_____WEED CONTROL PLAN

_______PREVIQUS SUBMITTAL

COUNTY PROPERTY
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Suitable Building Site S paints - park contains at
least one level building site large esnough for resi-
dential/commercial constructiaon with no prablems
assaciated with high ground water. Must also be
suitable for septic installatian, ifF city sewer is
not available. 1l point = Absolutely no suitable
site For residentiazl or commercial construction.

43



2.

3.

Park Development Plan S paoints -~ A detailed,
professional, drawn plan with a schedule for develop-
ments. 1 point - no semblance of a plan.

Cammitment of Funds S points - Evidence of =z

substantial cammitment of Funds that would FfFinancs a
significant portion of park develapment and mainten-
ance. 1 peoint - No Ffunds available from homecwners
For park develaopment aor maintenance.

Oegree gf Park Oevelaopment S paints = Evidence of
gither FfFull development or adherence to phased
develaopment plan. 1 point = No develaopment, no

evidence of any plans to do so.

USE FACTORS

a.

SITE

New Subdivisiagns S points = Subdivision less than
two ysars aold with a plan or subdivision with viable
developed park. 1 point - Subdivision ten years or

older with no park develapment.

Subdivision Park Use 8 points - Strong indication
that park is used regularly by a majarity of subdivi-
sion residents. 1 point = No evidence that park is

us=ad regularly by subdivision residants.

Noxigus Weed Presencs 5 points ~ NoO noxious weeds
prasent, park vegetzted by desirable grasses, and
adjacent land is weed-free. 1 point - Noxious wesds
well established, ar the potential to  bhecome

established in near Future.

FACTORS
Subdivisign Size 5 points - Subdivisiaon lots 1 acre
or less per dwelling unit. 1 point - Subdivision

lgts larger than five acres per duwelling unit.

Proximity af Dther Parks S paints = A recognized
need For- a park in the area and cocmplementary parks
clase by. 1 point - DOther parks nearby serving the

szme need.

Topoggraphy 5 points - Varied terrain with excellent
scenic and recreational use ar potential. 1 npoint -
Terrain unsuited for aesthetic or recreational
pUrCpOses.
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SITE FACTORS

a.

The size gf a subdivision’'s lots and covenants
pertaining to the size and type of dwelling, and will
contribute to the type of use and development a
subdivisiaon park will receive, Large lot
subdivisians generally do not require the open space
in a park that smaller lot subdivisions de.

The praoximity of other recreation Ffacilities will
also determine the extent of a subdivision park’s
use. Close complementary parks are desirable, but toag
many parks in close proximity serving the same nesed
will lead to a park’s disuse.

The tcpcgraphg of a given subdivision park will play
a large part in its use pattern. QOFten develaopers
dedicate parkland which is unsuitable for ather types

af development. In some cases this parkland
Functiaons as stream buffers zaones ta protect surface
water resgurces, or serves as wildlife habitat.

Sometimes however, lamd with steep slopes, exposed
ridges, wet ground with marsh or high water table is
affered as parkland but is ill-suited FfFor most park
uses.

Presence af suitable building site is impaortant in
the decision tc sell ar exchange aof parkland. The
presence of a suitable building site adds value to
the parkland and makes it mcre marketable if it were
offered for sale. 0On the other hand, if no building
site is avaitable, the park is less likely ta be saold
or exchanged and maore suitabkle far parkland use.

GUIDELINES FOR AWARDING POINTS TO PARK RATINGS POTENTIAL

S paoints Excellent Potential

% points Abaove Average Potential
3 points Average Potential

£ paints Below Average Potential
1 paoint Baar or Non-Usable

Organization Factors

a.

Homeowner's Assgciatian 5 points - Homeauners are
active, organized and have demonstrated a commitment
tao maintaining and develcping a park. 1 point - No
evidence of an active, organized, committed home-

cuner’s group.
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APPENDIX D

EVUALUATION GUIDELINES FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE OF SUEBDIUVISION
PARKLANDOS

ORGANIZATION FACTORS

3.

USE

Homeowners_Associations that are active in developing
and maintaining a subdivision park, or develaopers, in
the case aof new subdivisions with Ffew residents, are
very important to ensure a park’'s development.

A park develogpment plan is needed as a guideline fFor
homeowners to fFollow when develaoping their park.

A commitment of funds and effort by haomeaguners is
very impartant in a park’'s wuse and development;
without these 2 park would probably not be used.

Parks that are developed, all at once or in phases
are more likely to be used by & greater number aof
people in  the subdivision. DOeveloped parks are also
less of a weed prablem than undeveloped parks.

FACTORS

New subdivisions wsuwally have a high percentage of
vacant lots and therefors Few residents to develop,
use ar maintain the subdivision’'s park. IF a park is
undevelgped in a2 new swubdivision, it should be
determined what plans, if any, the developer has for
maintenance and development.

The use of a subdivisiaon park, develaped or ngt, must

be determined. AN on-site inspection and a survey of
adlacent landowners will establish a subdivision
park’s past and present use patterns. The more use a

park site receives, the more chance 1t has to be =z
successful develcoped park.

The degree of noxious weeds présent in a subdivision
park can be related to its use, development and
maintenance. Naxious weeds are undesirahbhle and should

be controlled. The causes for these weeds, nan use
and no maintenance, should be eliminated wherever
possible.
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V.

APPENDIX E

CRITERIA FOR ESTABLISHMENT QOF A COUNTY SUBDIVISION PARK
LAND LOCATION AND RECREATIOMNAL RATING SYSTEM

Any new subdivision nparklands must meet the Following
requirements before they are accepted by the county.
Subdivision parks must bhe protected by ls=gal arrangements,

satisfactory to the County Commission, sufficient tao
assure their maintemance and preservation for whatever
purpose they are intended. Covenants or other legal
arrangements shall specify ownership of the cluster open
space, method of maintenance, responsibility For
maintenance, maintenance taxes and insurance, campulsory
membership and compulsory assessment provisiaons,

guarantees that any association formed to own and maintain
a subdivision park will not be dissolved without the
cansent of the County Commission, and any other
specifications desmed necessary by the Commissianers.

EUALUARTION GUIDELINES FOR PARK LAND RECREATION POTENTIAL

Site Factaors:

a. Need - Before consideration of & site for a subdivi-
sion park, an indicaticn of need for a park must be
determined. The target market for the subdivision
should be considered, including income leveEls, size
of lots, tuype of dwelling wunits proposed, covenants
(horses, etc.) and Ffamily size. These and other
variables will help establish the need for a park as
well as its locatiaon. Currently accepted standards
call for playgrounds spacsc about 0.5 miles apart,
playfields 0.85 miles =&apart, and large parks 2.8
miles apart. Becauwse of the County’'s gridiron system
of roads, parks should be located within the same
sguare mile section they serve in order for park
users to avoid crossing major traffic thorowughfares.,

b. pcecessibility of Parcel - Legal access of the parcel
must be considered in the park 1land evaluwuation.
Also, public access by awtomobile and parking must
a8lso be considered in park and recreational evalua-
tian. Public access should be designed to minimize

impacts on adjacent landowners.

c. Proximity to Other Fecrestional Areas - To avoid
over—-use and over-crowding, and to provide alterna-
tive recreational agpportunities, proximity of =&

potential recreation area to an existing site is
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desirahle. This criteria is nat essential to
development of a park ar recreatiaon area in places
that have an immediate park aor recreational need.

Cash-in-lieu and Parkland Combinatian - It is
preferred that subdivision parks are dedicated in
caombination with a cash contribution. This will

assist Future subdivisian residents whao seek Funds
From the County fFor park development.

Historical Features - Parkland can include a2 well
known landmark - i.2. old water wheel, barn that adds
ta the scenic and historical value aof the site.
Buildilngs or sites with significance are desirable
and their presaervatian and identificatiaon should be
encouraged.

Qverall Scenic Evaluatian

a.

Accessible Uistas - Areas that provide visitors with
panaramic vieuws may be very desirable in park
locatian. In many parlks, areas that provide
specialized or unigue views are wused in place aof
vistas. Uistas are wused as paoints of interest and
gather many visitors in specific areas.

Undesirable Factaors - Man—-made or natural factors
that detract from general appearance must be consid-
ered in site evaluatian. In many cases, parkland is
laocated adjacent ta uncesirable praperty that
detracts From park appearance.

Enviraonmental Intrusions - Foad right-of-ways and
power lines are tuwg examples of environmental
intrusiaons that detract from general park appearance.

Tapography - Major Tupe - Anyg park land will caonsist
of & major type of land fFarm,. Hillsides, lakeshare,
marshes, valleys, plains and plateaus are examples af
major types of topography.

13 Terrain Variety - The more varied the terrain,
the mare recreaticon possibilities exist. This,
however, relates ta the basic size aof the given
parcel,

23 Hillside Develaopment Paotential - Slape and caver
are important when cansidering use of a hillsi-
de, Areas Thal have unuswally steep s2lopss are

not nearly sa valuahle as park land with more
maoderate slopes.
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Valley Oevelopment FPotential -~ In most cases,
valley development will be the center of park
development. LCareful consideration must be made
in all valley potential.

Hillside Scenic Evaluation - The appearance aof a
hillside from a wvalley can be very valuable for
a park locatiaon. In many cases, hillsides that
are too steep for any particular use can still
be of important scenic value. Uiew points are
sometimes incarporated into hillsides to provide
use For the steep arezas.

Ualley Scenic Evaluation - The wvalley is very
important, as it is ususally the scenic point of
a park, and, therefore, the central point of
park development.

Vegetation - Major Type - Forest, grassland, brush,

or marsh are examples of vegetation types.

12

4)

53

B3

72

Forest Density - In park location and develop-
ment, forest density is important. UWoods that
areg 1in need of thinning present additional
costs. Forests that are wvery sparse also
propose problems of replanting. A praoperly
timbered park allows wvisitor activities, yet
still provides shade, protecticn, and beauty.

Forest Quality — The size, type, and health of a

park forest must be caonsidered in Fforest
evaluation.
Forest Scenic Evzluation - The natural beavuty of

a FfForest must be considered in farest evalua-
tion.

Erush Oensity - Brush in parks 1s useful as
buffer zonmes and in trail development. Uisitor
mavement can also be controlled by brush
placement; however, usable land is sometimes
lost because of excessive brush growth.

Brush Scenic Evaluation — This must be evaluated
on site. Attention to Future plans helps z2n
evaluator examine brush Jgrowth with an apen
mind. .

Grass Quality - Sod and turf development is aof
major concern in park esvaluation. Lack of such
grassy areas may mean additional planting cost
in park development.

Grass Scenic Evaluatiaon - A Field of lush grass
is what most people think of whenever parks are
mentioned. Grassy areas add the Finishing touch

to a park site.
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3.

82

Water

Name

1)

32

P

Noxious Weed Evaluatian - UWeeds are a well-docu-
mented prabhlem in many subdivisiaon parks.
Adjacent lands shauld be evaluated far possible
weed infiltratian  potential, as well as the
subdivision park. Plans far weed control must
be Ffinalized befare any park locations are
appraved.

af Water Body

Lakes - Recreaticnal usability - lakes are aof
extreme impaortance in recreation planning.
Peaple are attracted to park areas because of
baodies of water. An area with a lake is a prime
area for recreational use and development. .
Shoreline - When considering parcels with water
access, shoreline is of prime caoncern because af
public accessibility to the body of water.

Water Quality - recreatign activities must

have relatively clean water.

Water Surface - The size of a lake is of majar
importance when cansidering recreational
potential.

Marshes

13

21

-~

Recreatianal Patential - Marshes and swamps can
be thaought of as being recreation areas;
activities such as hurnting, fFishing and wildlife
observation can be conducted in marshy areas.
Quality - A marshy area may, hawever, detract
Fram park and recreatian paotential.

S5ize and Extent - Marshy or low areas that are
aof considerahle size might be of great hinder-
ance ta park develapment. Marshes and swamps
should only be considered part aof parkland sites
if they are part of an envirammentally sensitive
riparian zaone, i.e. Fish, waterfowl, wildlife
habitat or water course buffer zone.

Streams

12

2)J

Recreatiaon Usahility - Streams are a very
impartant part aof park and recreation cansidera-—
ticon.

Shoreline - 0One must consider access ta the
stream shareline when evaluating park patential,
Shorelines will eventually became public focal
points For park activities.
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Water Quality - As with lakes, clean water is

Jimpgrtant for recreational use.

Stream Size - The size aof the stream is impor-
tant to recreational activities - the larger the
stream, the more activities; however, stream
gradient must be taken inta account when
considering public recreation. lLarge Ffast
moving streams sometimes are hazards to the
general public. Artificial water courses - i.e.
drainage ditches, irrigation canals - must be
distinguished from natural water courses.
Man—made watercourses present safety and legal
concerns not inherent in nmatural streams. For
these reasons ditch and canzal easements should

fot be included in subdivision parks.
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B.

GUIDELINES FOR AWARDING POINTS TO PARK RATING PDTENTIHL

Site

Overa

a.

5 Points Excellent Potential

4 Points Above Average Potential
3 Paoints Average Potential

£ Points Below Average Potential
1 Poinmt Poor or Nan-usable
Factars

Need = 5 points - strang indications that a park will
be of substantial benefit to the subdivision and
adjacent lands, 1l point - large lot subdivisiaon or
many other recreational agpportunities nearby that
wauld preclude use aof a park.

Accessibility tg Parcel - &S points - paved road tao
park site and appropriate parking faor its intended
use., 1 paint - poor trail marking ta park site and
otherwise limited accessibility. Adversely impacts
ad jacent landowners.

Historical Factgr - S paints - an actual histarical
Site on the park land. 1 paoint - na knouwun histarical
impartance on park site.

Proximity to Other Recreatiaon Areas - 9 points - site
adJoins an existing recreatiaonal area. 1 point- a
lengthy drive to nearest cecreational area. .

Cash—-in-lieu and Parlc Cambinatian - 5 paints-
comhinatian of cash and parks ideal for contemplated
develagpment and use. 1 point - little or na cash

cantributed in combimatian with parkland dedication.
11 Scenic Evaluation
Accessible VUistas - S points - =2 high point with a

panaramic view of the surrounding area. 1 point - a
dense thicket of brush and timber.

Undesirable Factors - S points - na undesirable
factors exist. 1 point - area is naturally unattrac-
tive.

Environmental Intrusicon - S pgints - no man—-made
structures or earth waorks. 1 point - area 1s totally

unattractive bhecause of man—-made eyesores.
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Topography

a. Terrain Uariety - § points - the area is made up of
several tupes of land forms - hills, valleys, cliffs,
plains, ete. 1 poinmt - only one type of land form.

h. Hillside Develgpment Potentizl - S paints - a gentle
sloping, highly usable area. 1 point - an area too
steep to wse.

c. Ualley Develgpment Potential = S points - an area
with enough size Ffor many tupes of recreational
activities. 1 point - a steep gorge with no prac-
tical use.

d. Hillside Scenic_ Evaluation - 5 points - a "picture
postcard” type of area. 1 point - an area that shows
extreme misuse and is very unpleasing to the eye.

g. Valley Scenic Evaluation - § points - a "picture
postcard” type of area. 1 point - an area that shous

~extreme misuse and is very unpleasing ta the eye.:

Uegetatian

a. Faorest Demsitu - S points - timbered area that
provides bheawty as well as esnpough open area to make
activities practical. 1 point - =2 dense, poorly
managed arcea that i1s not only non—active but tao
thick to zallow human passage.

b. Forest Quality - S points - timbered area that is
properly managed and environmentally sournd. 1 point-
an area that has had poor management, poOr appear-
ance, and diseased timber.

c. Farest Scenic  Evaluation - 5 points - a “picture
postcard” tyupe of Forest. 1 paoint - an area that is
showing evidence of extreme misuse, amnd is therefore,
an eyesaore.

d. Brush Density - 5 points - brwushy areas that are in
strategic points that praovide buffers and add to the
overall park appearance. 1 point - brush that has
pvergrown an area, making it unusable.

e. Brush Scenic  Quality - S points - brushy areas that
enhance the beauty of the park land. 1 point -

brushy areas that detract from the area to the point
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that it makes the area unattractive.

Grass Scenic Evaluatign - S points - lush, gresn
“"picture pgstcard” type af grass. 1 point - sparse,
unattractive areas that detract from park appearance.

Grass Quality - 5 points - natural sod that can he
used in place of seeding new grass. 1 paint - acres
that will have to be tilled under and replanted.

S. Water

Lakes

1 Recreation Usability - S paints - a lake that
can be wused For a multitude of recreatiaon
activities. 1l point = a 1lake that has NO
practical recreatiornal use.

2 Shoreline - S paints - an area that has a gentle
bank, and the potential Ffar a variety aof
activities. 1 paint = a steep bank with na
public access point.

33 Water Quality = S paints - clear, clean water
with a potential Far a multitude of recreational
activities. 1l paoint - polluted water with nao
recreational activities. ‘

43 Water Surface Area — 5 points - a large body aof
water with wnlimited recreatiagn potential. 1
point - a small paond with little potential.

Wetlands

12 Recreatignal Pgtential - S points - an area that
has natural heauty and recreation potential. 1
paint - a stagnate, unattractive area with no
patential for recreatiaon.

23 Quality - S points - an area with sound enviran-
ment characteristics that has an impartant part
of the area. 1 point - a swampy area that shouws
misuse and is amnm unattractive detraction from
the park.

32 Size and Extent - S points - a marsh that is in
balance with the rest aof the park land, ard fFits
the park plan as an intricate part. 1 paint - a
swampy area that covers the extent aof the park
area and limits the recreatianal patential.

Streams

13 Recreatignal Usabjility - 5 paints - a stream
that can be used fFor a multitude aof recreational
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activities. 1l point - a stream that affers
nothing to recreation activities.

gfaggﬁthat will provide an.excellent Focal paint
For park activities. 1 point - a steep ar
swampy area that can offer very limited recrea-

tion access.
Water Quality =~ 5 paoints - clear, clean water

that offers uwunlimited recreation patential, 1
point - polluted water that can not be used fFor
recreation activities.

Stream Size ~ 5 points - a river that is large
gnough ta provide a multitude or variety of
recreation activities. 1l paint - a small stream
that has very limited recreation potential, o]
points - a man—-made ditch or canal that is usesd
periocdically.
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NAME ACRES _ SECTION
T R —

ODATE EUALUATED
BY

GENERAL
COMMENTS

LAND TYPE - GEMERAL DESCRIFPTION

Park Rating Points:
points - Excellent
paints - Abave Average

Site Factaor Tatal
Scenery Total

Tapography Total points = Average
Uegetatiaon Tatal points - Below Average
Water Total point - Poor ar Non-usable

OrrNwF

Parcel Total points - Facility Non-Existent

PARK POTENTIAL RATING

Site factars Overall Scenic
Need )
Accessikbility to Parcel . Accessible Uistas
_ Histarical Factors _______Undesirable Factars
____ _Proximity ta ather rec- e Environmental
reation areas (S-very - TOTAL SCENEPRY

near; l-distant)
Cash/park caombinatian

TATAL AREA Uegetatign — Maior Type
Ncxiocus Weed Evaluatian
Topography = Major Type Forest DOensity
Terrain VUariety Forest Quality
Hillside [Development Potential Forest Scenic
Evaluation —
Uzlley Oevelgpment Potential Brush Density
__Hillside Scenic Evaluatian Brush Scenic Evaluation
Ualley Scenic Evaluation Grass Quality
_TOTAL TUOPUOGRAPHY GBrass Sces=nic Evaluation

______TOTAL UVEGETATION

WATER
Name af Water
Bady
Lakes Streams
Recreational Usability ______Recreation Usability
. Shaoreline __Shareline
L Water Quality _ Water Quality
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Water Surface Area . Stream Size

Narshes
Recraation at Potential
o Buality
__Size and Extent _____TOTAL UWATER
TOTAL PARK LAND RECREARTIONAL POTENTIAL POINTS

Uhen determining the total recreaticnal patential far a park
location, the Following sub totals are added ta achieve the park
recreatianal patential totzal:

Site Factaor total
Scenery total
Topography total
Uegetation total
Water tatal

FARK RECREATION TOTAL

The following categories will determine the rough value af the
Park Land For recreational purposes:

Below 20 FPoor

21—k Below Averzge

45-B4 Low Averags

BES-74 Avarage

75-34 _ High Average

85-10%4 Cood

105-118 Above Average or Superior
120 and Abaove Excellent



APPENDIX F
A. CRITERIA FOR DEVELOPMENT COF MEW COMMUNITY PARKS

Many of the same guidelines will be used for selecting a
county park location and type of development as are used
For subdivision parks, with a few changes. The need for
community park develapment will differ from the need for
a subdivision park, and other site factors must be taken
inta caonsideration. Because a county park will serve a
much larger population than a subdivisiaon park, and its
develapment will relate to specific identified needs, the
site fFactars will be weighted double in the paint rating
system.

Site Factars

a. Need - Befare caonsideratiaon of a site for recreatian
or park develapment, an indication of a need For the
tupe of park proposed must be established. The need
should be identified in the county recreation plan
and related to populatiaon density and distribution.

If not included in the plan, then the need must be
established via means that should include public
hearings, surveys or other documentation. MNeed
shauld relate tao the definitians, Functions and

standards in Appendix A aof the recreatian plan.

b. Lacal Residents - ffeelings toward develaopment)
Befare consideration of a site For park develapment,
kncwledge of neighborhood attitude must be taken

under caonsideraticn, rating Ffive (S) points Far
Favorable and zera (0) points faor highly negative
attitude.

c. Accessihility of Parcel - Legal access of the parcel
must be considered in the park land evaluation.
Alsg, public access by autamabile must also be

considered in park and recreatianal evaluatian.

d. Proximity to Populestion Centers - Park visitatian is
essential for park existence. Travel distance must
be clase enough to populatian centers to Justify park
develaopment.

e. Proximity to Major Traffic Poutes - Actual distance
From populatian center is important in park planning;
however, a park must be located close enough to major
traffic rautes ta make park development practical.

55



Open to _the Public - It 1is essential that the park
be apen to the public. Fees might bhe reguired

for certain park uses, but such fees should not place
undue restraints an the general public on park use.

Histarical Festures - Parkland can include a well
known landmark - i.e. old water wheel, homesteader
cabin, barn - that adds to the scenic and historical
value of the site. Buildings or sites with histor-
ical significance are. desirable and their preserva-~
tiogn and identificaticon should be esncouraged.

Scenery

a.

Overall Scenic Evaluaticon - A pleasant appearance to
the eye is very important in  park evaluatiaon. In
areas that have limited park space, 1t sametimes
becaomes necessary to build parks on land that has
undesirable appearance.

Accessible Uistas <~ Areas that provide visitors with
panoramic views are very desirable in park develap-
ment . In many parks, areas that provide specialized
or unigue views are used in place cof vistas. Uistas
are wused as pgints of interest and gather many
visitors in specific arezs. Park wvisitor migration
routes can and should be planned around paints of
interest.

Undesirable Factors - Man-made or natural factaors
that detract Ffrom generzl asppsarance must be consid-
gred in site evaluation. In manu cases, park land is
lcecated ad jacent to undesirable praoperty that
detracts From park appearance.

Environmental Intrusions - Road right-of-ways and
power lines are two examples of environmental
intrusions that detract from general park appearance.
IFf environmental intrusicns must be removed for park
development, cost of removal must be considered in
park svaluatian.

Topography - Malor Type - Any park land will
cansist of a major type aof land form.

Hillsides, lakeshore, marshes, valleys, plains and
plateaus are examples of major types of

© topography.

12 Terrain Uariety - The more varied the terrain,
the more recreation possibilities exist. This,
however, relates to the basic size aof the given
parcel .,
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Hillside DOevelopment Potential - Slope and cover
are important when caonsidering wuse aof a hill-
side. Areas that have unusually steep slapes

are not nearly so valuahble as park land with
more moderate slapes.

32 Valley Development Patential -~ In most cases,
valley development will he the center of park
development., Careful consideration must be made
in all valley pstential.

42 Hillside Scenic Evalwuation - The appearance af a
hillside fram a wvalley can be very valuable in

- park development. In many cases, hillsides that
are toog steep for any particulacr use can still
be af important scenic wvalue, Uiew points are
sametimes incaorporated into hillsides to praovide
use Far the steep areas.

52 Valley Scenic Evaluatian - The wvalley is wvery
impartant, as it is usually the scenic paint of
a park, and, therefore, the central point of
parl. development.

Uegetatiaon - Majgr Type - Forest, grassland, brush,

or marsh are eramples aof vegetatiaon types.

I

22

3>

1)

52

Forest Bensity - In park location and develop-
ment, fForest density 1s impartant. Woaods that
are in need of thinning present additional
costs. Forests that are wvery sparse alsao
propaose prablems of replanting. A properly
timbered park allcws visitor activities, yet
still pravides shade, praotectian, and beauty.

Forest Quality - The size, type, and health af a
park Ffarest must he considered in forest
evaluation,

Farest Scenic Evaluation — The natural heauty of
a FfForest must be cansidered in Farest evalua-
tion.

Brush Density - EBrush in parks 1is useful as
bufFfer zanes and in treil development. Uisitor
magvement can alsc be cantrolled by hrush
placement; hawever, usable land 1is sometimes
lost bhecause of excessive bhrush graowth.

Brush Scenic Evaluation - This must be
evaluated site. Attention tc Future nplans
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helps an evaluztor examine brush growth with
an open mind,

B2 Brass Quality - Sod and turf development is of
major concern in park svalwuation. Laclk of such
grassy areas may mean additionzl planting cost
in parl development.

72 Grass Scenic Evaluation - A Field of lush grass
is what most peaople think of whenever parks are
mentioned. Grassy areas add the finishing touch
to a park site. :

8> Moxious Weed Evaluation - Weeds are a well-daocu-
mented problem in many subdivision parks.
Adjacent lands shouwld be evaluated for possible
weed infiltration potential, as well as the
subdivision park. Plans Ffor weed control must
be fimnalized before any park locations are
approved. '

Water
a. Name of Water Body

12 Lakes - Recreztional wvusasbility = lakss are of
extreme importance in recreation planning.
People are attracted ta park areas because of
bodies. _of water. AN ar=sa with a lake is a prime
area for recreaticonal wuss and develapment.

= Shoreline - When considering parcels with
water access, shareline is of prime cancern
because of public accessibility to the body
of water.

3D Water Quality - recreation activities must
have relatively clean water.

P Water Surface - The size of a lake is af
major importance when cansidering
recreational potential.

b. Wetlands
12 Recreational Potential - Marshes and swamps

can be thought of as being recreational

areas; activities such as hunting, fishing and
wildlife ochservation can be conducted in marshy
areas.
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3

Quality - A marshy area may, however, detract
from park and recreation potential.

Size and Extent - Marshy or low areas that are
of considerahle size might he of great hinder-
ance to park deveslopment. Marshes and sloughs
should only be incorporated in a park develop-
ment if they are part of an envirocmmentally
sensitive riparian =zane - i.e. fish, waterfouwl,
wildlife habitat ar water course buffer zone.

Streams

12

22

33

e 3P

Recreation Usability - Streams are a very
impartant part of park and recreatian patential
of an area.

Shaoreline - 0One must consider access to the
stream shoreline when evaluating park potential,
Shorelines will eventually become public Facal
points For park activities.

Water Quality - As with lakes, clean water is
impartant fFor recreational use.

Stream Size - The size of the stream 1s import-
ant ta recreational activities - the larger the
stream, the more activities; haowever, stream
gradient must he taken into account when
considering public recreatiaon. Large Ffast
moving streams sametimes are hazards to the
general public. Artificial water courses - i.e.
drainage ditches, irrigation canals - must he
distinguished From natural water cdurses.
Man-made watercourses present safety and legal
cancerns not  inherasnt in natural streams.
Man-made ditch and rcanal easemants should
therefore he Fenced ar atherwise ‘provide
protection fram public injury ar damagses.

GUIDELINES FOR AWARDING PCINTS TO PARK RATING POTENTIAL

Site

5 points Excellent Potential

“ points Abhave Average Potential

3 points Average Potential

2 points Below Average Patential

1l paint Pocor ar Non-uwusahle

Factars

Meed - 10 points - county recreation plan gives high
priarity to a develapment of this type, ar strang
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documentation exists to show a great demand For the

praoject. 1l point - the develaopment proposal 1is not
given a strong priority in the plan and little, ifF
any, documentation can he provided to indicate

widespread county suppart.

b. Local PResidents - 10 paoints ~ residents are active in
park planning, taking much of the project cn themsel-
ves. 1 point - residents are adamantly against park
development.

c. Accessibility tg Parcel - 10 points - Paved road to

park site. 1 point - foot trail to park site.

d. Proximity to Population Centers - 10 points - area
located within a population area. 1 point - =z
lengthy drive fram nearest paopulation center.

e, Historical Factor - 10 points - an actual historical
site an the park land. 1 point - no known historical
importance on park site.

F. Open to  the Public - 10 pgints - free wuse to the
public or a Fee Justified hy a large number of county
residents’ use. 1 point - high fes not Justified by
2 large majority of county ressidents’ use.

g. Proximity to . Major Traffic  Poutes. — 10 points -
within 1 mile of a major acterial capable of handling
expected park user traffic patterns. 1 point -

proposed perk development locsted too far from a
major traffic route to b= used efficiently and the
intervening routes uwould b= circuitous and incapable
of handling expected park user traffFic.

-

Scenery

a. Qverall Scenic Evaluation - £ poirts = a "picture
postcard” site. 1 point - = "garhage dump” site.

b. Accessible Uistas - 5 points — a high point with a
pangramic view cf the surrcunding area. 1 pogint - a

dense thicket of brush and timber.

c. Undesirablie Factors - S pagints - no undesirable
Factars exist. 1 point — area is naturally unattrac-
tive.

d. Envirgnmental Intrusion - S5 paoints - no man—made
structures ar earth works. 1 point - area is totally

unattractive because of marn—made eyesores.
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Topagraphy

a. Terrain Uariétg - S points - the area is made up of
several types of land forms - hills, wvalleys, cliffs,
plains, etz, 1 point - only cne type of land form.

b. Hillside Develapment Pgtential - § points - 3 gentle
sloping, highly wusable area. 1 point - an area too

steep to use.

Ualley Development Potential - 5 points - an area
with encugh size Ffor many types of recreational
activities. 1 paint - a steep gorge with no prac-

tical use.

Hillside Scenic Evaluation - S points = a "picture
postcard” type of area. 1 paint - an area that shows
extreme misuse and is very unpleasing to the esye.

Ualley Scenic Evaluatian - S paints - &2 "picture
postcard” type of area. 1 paint - an area that shous
extreme misuse and is very unpleasing to the esye.

Uegetation

3.

Forest ' Density - S points - timbered area that
provides beauty as well as esnough apen area to make
activities practical. 1 paint - a dense, poarly

managed area that is not only non—-active but too
thick to allow human passsge.

Faorest Quality - S points =~ timbered area that is
properly managed and enviranmentally sound. 1 point-
an area that has had poor management, poor appearcr-
ance, and diseased timber.

Forest Scenic Evaluatign - S5 paoints - a "picture
postcard” type of forest. 1 point - an area that is
showing evidence aof extreme misuse, and is therefore,
an eyesore.

Brush Density - 5 paints — brushy areas that are in
strategic points that provide buffers and add ta the
averall park appearance. 1 pecint - brush that has

gvergrown an area, making it unusable.

Brush Scenic Quality - 5 points - brushy areas that
enhance the heauty af the pack land. 1 point -
brushy areas that detract From the area ta the paoint
that it makes the area unattractive.
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F. Grass Scenic Evaluation - 5 points - lush, green
"picture postcard” type of grass. 1l point - sparse,
unattractive areas that detract From park appearance.

o. Grass Quality - % points - natural sod that can be
used in place of seeding new grass. 1 paint -~ acres
that will have to he tilled under and replanted.

5, uater

a. Lakes

1) Recreation Usability - 5 points - a lake that
can be used for 2 multitude of recreation
activities, 1 point =~ a lake that has NO
practical recreatiaonal use.

2) Shoreline ~ 5 points - an ar=sa that has a gentle
bank, and the potential For a variety of
activities., 1 point - a steep bank with no
public access point.

33 Water Quality - 5 points - clear, clean water
with a potential for z multitude of recreational
activities. 1 point - polluted water with no
recreational activities.

40 Water Surface Area — 5 peoints - a large body of
water with uwunlimited recreation potential. 1
point - a small pond with little potential.

b. Wetlands
1> Fecreatignal Patential - 5 points - an areé that

has natural beauty and recreation potential. 1
point - a stagnate, unattractive area with no

potential For recreation.

Z2) Quality - S points - an area with sound
enviranment characteristics that has an
impartant part of the areza. 1 point - a swampy

area that shows misuse and 1s an wunattractive
detraction from the park.

32 Size and Extent - 5 points - a marsh that is in
balance with the rest of the park land, and fits
the park plan as an intricate part. 1 paoint - a

suampy arez that caovers the extent of the park
area and limits the recreational potential,
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Streams

12

2)

3

kP

Recreatignal Usability - 5 points - a streanm
that can be used For a multitude of recreational
activities. 1 point -~ a stream that offers

nothing to recreation activities.

Shareline - 5 points - a shareline with a gentls
slope that will provide an excellent focal point
For park activities. 1 point -~ a steep or
swampy area that can offer very limited recrea-
tion access.

Water Quality - 5 . points - clear, clean water
that offers unlimited recreation potential. 1
point - polluted water that can not be used For
recreation activities.

Stream Size - 5 points - a river that is large
enough to provide a multitude or variety of
recreatiaon activities. 1 paoint - a small stream
that has very limited recreation potential. G
points - a man-made ditch or canal that is used
periodically with na protection from visitar
encroachment.
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DATE EUALUATED

ACRES -

GENERAL
COMMENTS

SECTION T R

LaNDO TYPE -~ GEMERAL DESCRIPTION
Parl Rating Points:

Site Factor Total
Scenery Taotal
Topography Taotal
Uegetation Total
Water Total

“Parcel Total

PARK POTENTIAL

points
points
points
points
point

P wE W

Excellent

Above Average
Average

Below Average

Poor or Nomn-usahle

RATING

Site Factars

e Need
Loczl Residents (feeling
towards desvelopment)
fFceessizility to Parcel

Proximity to Population

___ Prowimity to Major
Traffic Routes
Historical Factors
Open to the public
TOTAL AREA

Scenery
Evaluation
Overall Scenic Evaluation
e __Rccessible Vistas
_ __Undesirable Factors
Environmental Intrusions

TOTAL SCEMNERY

Topographu = Malor Type

. Hillside Develaopment

Potential

Ualley Development
Potential

Hillside Scenic
Evaluatian

_Ualley Scenic Evaluation

TOTAL TOPOGRAPHY

Uegetation — Major Type

Naoxicus Weed Presence
Forest Density

Foarest Quality

Forast Scenic

Erush Density
Brush Scenic Evaluation

Grass Quality

Grass Scenic Evaluation

.. TOTAL UEGETATION



WATER

af

Water

Recreational Usahility
___Shoreline
Water Quality
Water Surface Area

Wetlands

- _Régfeatian at Paotential
Ruality
Size and Extent

Recreation Usability
— ___ _Shareline
o Water Quality
tream Size

TOTAL WATER

TATAL PARK LAND RECPEATIONAL POTENTIAL POINTS

When determining the total recreational pctential For a park, the
Following sub totals are added to achieve the park recreatiaonal

potential total:

Site Factor total
Scenery total
Topagraphy taotal
Uegetation taotal
Water total

PARK RECREATION TOTAL

The Faollowing categaries will
Park Land for recreatianal purposes:

Below 25
26-43

50-838

70-73

g80-399

100-103
110-124

129 and Abave

determine the rough value of the

~c

Poor

Belou Average

Low Average

Average

High Average

Good

Above Average or Superior
Excellent



APPENDIX B

The Following rules could apply to z2ll courty parks dedicated to
the publiz. These rules shall not apply to parks that have an

approved development and management plan by the County

Commission. '

1. Park hours sunrise to sunset.

2. No athletic outdoor Field lighting without County
Caoammission approval.

3. Na alcaholic beverages.

$, No off-road motor vehicle use without a permit.

S, No littering.

5. Na defacing park property.

~

Penalties for violations of all of the above.

8. No uses permitted which would constitute a2 nuisance,
threat or danger to  health, safety and uwelfare of any
personi(s),

3. No grazing, haying or ather agricultural activity without
the expressed written consent of the County Commissiarers.

10. No overnight camping without express written approval from
Commission.
11. No storage of Junk vehicles, Farm implements or any other

equipment or materials.
i2. No fires outside of designated areas.

13. No group activities involwving more thanm  Five (5) peagple
without a2 permit.

14, All permits must be accompanied by a refundable deposit,
the amount to be determined by the County Commission.

15. All permits must zalso be accompanied by a walver removing
responsibility from Gallatin County.

AOMINISTEATION: County park reservations and permits could be
handled in the same fashion as the gym 1in the Law and Justice
Center. Enforcement should bhe the responsibhility of the
Sheriff'’'s Department, with their office recesiving capies of
permits showing location, date, amd nature cof activity.
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AFPFPENDIX H

PROCEDURE_ AND POLICY FOR .LEASING COUNTY PARKLANOS
(7-B-=2500 et seq.?

Gallatin County has the authority and duty to lease lands ouwned
by the County, heretofore acquired Ffor parks, which, in the
Judgement of the Commissioners, it is not advisable to impraove as
parks, and wupcn such terms and conditions as the Commissicn deems
toc he in the best interests of the county.

1. County parks with an appraoved develapment plan and managed
by a homeowners association may neot he leased, unless with
the expressed permission of the association.

E. Cgurty lands shall be leased on a uear-to-year 5asis
depending upaon the favaorable performance af the leaseholder
aon the terms of the l=zase. Leases shall run from March to
March.

3. (m.C.A. 7-16-232%) Proper public notice of the intentian

tg lease county-owned parks shall be given, and a public
hearing held, before a lease is entsred 1into by the
Commissioners. The appraised value of the property must hbe
estahlished hefore the public hearing and the praposed use
af the parl: shall be included in the public notice. The
appraised value will he established by a method approved by
the County commissioners and will be reviewed annually.
fpplicaticn shall be made to the Subdivision Review Office
and will be available for publiz view. :

1, Caunty parks shall only be l=ased FfFor purpcses cansistent

with the county apen space and recreation plan (required by
state lawl.

5. All Funds from leased parks shall go into the park fund.

E. The lessee shall pravide =2 certificate aof insurance ta he
reviswec by the County Attarrey's office.

7. A lesses2 may place improvements on the leased property
directly related to canservation aof the land or necessary
far proper utilization of the land Ffor <the purpases far
which 1t is leased. Propcsed pack improvements shall he
shown in the application and must he approved by the Caunty
Cammissioners.

8. al 7-8-2503»? Whenever anothsr person heccmes the lessee

af such land, such other persons shall pay to the Former
lessee the reasanahle value of such improvements te the- land-
at the time the new lessee takes passession af such land.
The fFormer lessee may, at the fFormer lessee’s optian, remave
aor dispose af the mowvable impravements, but the same must be



removed within sixty (80 days fraom the date of the
expiration of the lease. If mot so remcwved, then all such
improvements shall beccme the property cf the county unless
the Commissioners For good cause grant additional time For

the remagval thereof. Eefore a lease 1s issued to the new
lessee, the rnew lessees shall show that the former lessee has
been pai the value cf the improvements as agreed upon by

them or as fixed and determined as herein provided gor that
the former lessee has elected to remove the improvements.

b2 In case the farmer lessee and the new lessee are unahle -
to agree on the reasonable value of such improvements, then
such value shall he ascertained by three arbitrators. One
of the arkbitrators shall be appointed by the former lesses,
gne by the new lesses, and the third by the two arbitrators

sa appainted. The reascnable compensatian that such
arbitrators may charge for their services shall be paid in
equal shares by the former lessee and the new lessee. The

value of the improvements so ascertzined and fixed by the
arbitrators shall be hinding on both parties; provided,
however, that if either party is dissatisfied with the
valuaticn so fixed, the dissatisfied party may, within ten
€10Y days of heing notified of the arbitrator’s decision,
appezal from that decision to the County Commissioners. The
decision of the Commission shzll be final. ANy costs
incurred by the board in reexamining the decision aof the
arbitrators shall be berne by the Fformer lessse and the new
lessee in such proportians as . the becard mau determine.

c) Any fences installed by the lessese shall be consideresd

tempaorary improvements and he consideread the praperty of the
lesses.,

LEASE LAMNGBUAGE

All lease language should include (7-15-232375:

"WHERERS, in the Judgment aof the County Commissioners, the
property which is the subject of this agreement s not presently
caontemplated for park purposes; and, "

"WHEREARS, the Commissigners find it tz be in the County’'s best
interests to lease said property; arnd,”

"WHEREAS, the lease of said praperty is consistent with the
County’s oaoutdoor recresation and open space comprehensive plang
and,”

"WHEREARS, the terms of this leass= shall Le made Ffar a
cansideration which egquals or ewxceeds the taxes these lands would
have levied upgn them iF they were private lands, and,” (7-8-

2508, 7-16-2Z224)



Pec-mit No.

APPLICATION TO LEASE COUNTY
PARKLAND

Gallatin County, Montana Date , 18
To the County Commissian: ’

The undersigned hereby makes application faor permission to lease
county parkland in Ballatin County.
Name aof Applicant: -

Mailing Address:

Location of Leased Property: Subdivisicn

Lat Sectian _ Tounship Bange

Description af use praopaosed Ffor site fgrazing, number af
livestock, haying, etc.)

Proposed date for lease - from: __to: o, 13
Name amnd amgunt af insurer for proposed use: .

Proposed impravements to thé leased site, (fences, etc.d____
Lease applicatiaon Paid (Amount)

Signed

(Applicant?
Appraissd taxable value of the lease sitz acreage:

Is the propased lesase amount egqual ta or greatzsc than taxes that
would be generated fFrom this acreage™

Daes the propesed use caonfaorm tc any cgovenants applicable ta the
subdivisian?

For OfFfice Use Only (Please draw & site plan on back showing
dimensiaons, adlacent uses, and proposed

Hearing Date o usel

Application appraved: .

Oate , 13

Application denied: . .

Date , 19 2S5 nan-refundable application

Peasan: . Fee to be applied to lease.
. Make checl: payable tao the

Certificate of Insurance? Gallatin County Parcl: Fund.

YES NG

Lease signed by all parties?
YES NQ




SAaMPLE

LEASE AGREEMENT

THIS LEASE AGREEMENT made and entered into sn this day

af , 18___, by and between the Board aof County

Commissioners of Gallatin County, a political subhdivision of the

State of NMontana, hersin raeferred to as “lLessar”, and
, harein referred to as

"Lessee",

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the County Commissionsrs, the
property which is the subject of this agresment is not presently
contemplatesd for park purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the Commissioners find it to be in the County's bhast
intgrasts to lease said property; and,

WHEREAS, the 1lsasa of said property is consistent with the
County’'s outdoor recreation and open space comprehensive plan;
and,

WHEREAS, tha terms of this lease shall be made for a
consideration which equals or sxceeds the taxes these lands would
have levisd upon them if they wsere private lands; and, (7-B-2S08,
7-15-2324)

WHEREAS, proper public notice of the intention to 1ease this
park, or portion theraof, has besn given; and,

WHEREAS, the lessor for consideration of S and the
covenants hareinafter  specified to he performed by tha lLesses,
leases =and lets the property which is the subject aof the
Agreemant pursuant to the Following terms:

1. That ths Lessor leases and the Lasses hirmes the property
cansisting of (legal daescription, attach an exhibit) For the
purpose of pasturing livestock. This property is leasad

- subject to sale of the property by thas Lessar or the
development of the park for recreational purposes. That the
Lesses's use of ths property 1s limited to the pasturing of

livestock and associated uses. The Lessee may not changse
the usa of the property without written permissian of tha
Lassaor.
2. The term of this lease shall be for one (1) year commencing
, 18, and anding on the day of
, 18_ .
3. For consideration of the 1lease of the proparty the Lassaa

agrees to pay the Lessor the amount aof $ due at ths
time of the signing of the lease and receipt of which is
heraby acknowledged.

v, That the Lesses is responsihle for maintaining the perimaster
Fences and controlling the livestock placed on the propserty,

S. That wpon propser notice the Lesssa shall allow upon the
property at any time any surveying crews or other county
amployess.

6. The Lessee shall pasturse the animals in such a manner as not

to overgraze or destroy the foliage on the praoperty. The
Lessar resarves the right to specify the number of animals.
that may bem placed on the land if the Lassor determines
agvargrazing is occurring during the term of this lease. The
Lessae shall be raespansible for controlling any nNoxXious
wgeds on the property according to the county wead control
standards.



7. The Lessor shall not be liabls and the Lassee waives all
claims for injury or damage to all persaons ar property
sustained by the Lessass, his agents, employess, guasts ar
any othars cccurring an the lsased property.

8. The lLessee agrses he shall at the sxpiration of this laase
or upon proper notification yield and surrender the leased
praoperty to the lLessor in as good a condition and repair as
whsn he toock it, reasanable wasar and tesar and damage by
elaments alane expectsd.

9. That the Lessee agrees and wunderstands at any time during
the term of this lease, upon written notice aof tha Lassor,
the Lessar may request the Lessee to gquit.. the occupancy of
the land and terminats thes lease. That tha Lassar shall
give the lessee thirty (30) days notice in writing of its
intentiaon to terminata the lease and the raquest af the
Lesses to quit the lease. Far the purpose of computing 30
days, tha time period begins on the date that the notics is
deposited in the U.S. Mails addressed to the Lessee at ths
mailing address contained in this lease agresment. Either
party at any tima during this lease agreement, upon thicty
(30) days written notice can terminate the lease. If ths
Lessar elscts to terminate the lease, the Lesses will be
entitled to a refund or a proration of any leasea payments
made. If the Lessee terminates during the period of this
lease agrsament, no rafund will be mads,

10. That all notices and communication betwsen the partiaes
called for by the Agreemant shall be sufficient to
communicata by properly addrassed certified letter with

sufficiant pastage to ather parcty. The mailing address of
the Lessar is: Baard of County Commissionacrs, Gallakin
County, P.0. Box 1805, Bazeman, MT 53971S5. The Lessea's

addrass is:

MAOE ANO ENTERED INTO an ths day and year set forth abovs.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
GALLATIN COUNTY

RAMON S. WHITE, CHAIRMAN

JANE JELINSKI, MEMBER

A.0. PRUITT

ATTEST:

SHELLEY CHENEY
CLERK AND RECORDER



The Gallatin County DOutdoor Recreation and Open Space Plan, and
recommendatians presented herein, adopted December 13, 1383, by
the Gallatin County Commissiaon.

signed-

JC ppere Lo LA~

UhltE Chairman

Hémber

WS

Pruitt, Member

lns}1

As prepared by the Gallatin County Subdivisicn Review OFfice,
Decembar, 138ESJ.





