
MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes - September 12th, 2016

IN ATTENDANCE:
Voting Members Present: Nancy Filbin, Susan Gregory, Shirley Kaufman, Dr. Donna Kelsch, Deborah
McAtee, Renee McLendon, Betty Stroock, Tom Peluso, Lori Reynolds, Carol Townsend, Jan Bjork,
K.C. McLaughlin, Shelley Johnson, Commissioner Skinner, and Anna Saverud

Members absent: Susan Wordal, Sgt. Jim Anderson, Vickie Groeneweg, Matt Kelley, and Tonya Horn

Advocacy Members present: B

Staff: Steph Kamerman

------------------

Approval of Minutes September 12, 2016:

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Homeless Committee: Ms. Horn would like to see needs of the homeless population addressed. She
is requesting help from anyone willing and would like to see more activity in this committee. She
encourages everyone to go to leg.mt.gov for more information on bills.

Youth Crisis Committee: Ms. McLaughlin would like to see more activity and help involved with the
youth crisis committee. There was a youth death two weeks ago. Would like to see more focus on
the youth center as it is an excellent resource as well.

Legislative Committee: Mr. Peluso would like help on the legislative committee. NAMI will sponsor a
lunch on presentation planning.

Focus on Minigrants: Ms. McLaughlin stated that there will be a link on our website. Ms. Kamerman
will post the link once the final application has been received. Ms. Filbin is working on getting the
word out to include contacting high schools and sharing on Facebook. Applications will be due the
first of every month. The recipients will provide a short testimony to the Council with their grant
intentions. The committee is hoping to receive donations in order to give out more grants.

OLD BUSINESS

Resource Guide: Newspaper distribution will continue as planned. Ms. Kamerman will send the
guide as proposed. Chair McAtee requested clarification on who would deliver to schools in the area.
Ms. McLendon stated that she would handle the Bozeman Schools. Ms. McLaughlin would cover
Manhattan and Churchill. Ms. Martin would cover Belgrade and Three Forks.

Ms. Martin & Chair McAtee will be attending the Livingston LAC meeting this afternoon to see if they
are interested in helping fund the resource guide.

There was previous discussion on a story with the Chronicle in association with the Resource Guide
Distribution. Ms. McLaughlin will communicate with Whitney in regards to the story.

NEW BUSINESS

Legislative Session – Candidate Forum: November 14th may be too late for a legislative luncheon.
More will attend before the election as they are hoping to secure votes. Mr. Peluso made a motion



to empower the chair to select a new date for the luncheon after consultation of availability of the
room. Dr. Kelsch seconded the motion. A list of current individuals running for legislation was passed
around. Everyone is requested to contact 2 individuals from the list. Mr. Peluso will be contacting the
governor. He also requested volunteers to work on legislative priorities with him. Dr. Kelsch
requested assistance in putting together packets for the legislators. Dr. Kelsch and Ms. Strook will be
handling invitations. Chair McAtee volunteered to handle food.

Dr. Kelsch provided a legislative luncheon outline for the LAC’s review. Discussion was continued, but
not finished, regarding the focus of the legislative luncheon. Dr. Kelsch would like to see the main
focus be children, but there were opposing views. She will work with several members to bring a
new proposal to the October meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM.

Next Meeting: October 17, 2016 (Note date change due to Columbus Day)

ACTION ITEMS

 Board Appointments will take place on October 5th (welcome Betty Strook)

 Steph to correct August 8th meeting minutes

 Mini-Grants
o Nancy will continue to get the word out on Mini-grants
o Final Application to be emailed to Steph in PDF Format
o Steph will then post a link to mini-grant application on MHLAC website

 Resource Guides
o Steph to submit guide to each of the publications approved
o Distribution to schools will continue
o Continue communication with Livingston LAC
o Ms. McLaughlin will contact the Bozeman Daily Chronicle

 Legislative Luncheon (October 24th at 12:00)
o Everyone please contact (2) people on the legislation list
o Packet Assembly to be completed by Ms. McLendon
o Invitations/Save the dates to be completed by Dr. Kelsch & Ms. Strook
o Presentations will be completed by Dr. Kelsch
o Chair McAtee to handle the food
o Focus to be outlined and agreed upon

 Volunteers needed
o Homeless Committee/Legislative planning (Contact Tonya Horn)
o Youth Crisis Committee (Contact KC McLaughlin)
o Legislative Committee/Planning (Contact Tom Peluso)
o Legislative Packet Assembly (Contact Dr. Kelsch)


